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Feutz gets city contract
Paris construction company will build new parking lot, entrance to Tiger Apartments

BY NED JENISON
njenison@me.com

Transformation of the 
old Paris High School into 
the new Tiger Senior Living 
apartments took another step 
toward completion this week.

The City of Paris awarded 
a construction contract to 
develop a large parking lot 
and new street entrance to the 
building. The $673,484.64 
contract was signed with 
Feutz Construction of Paris. 
Work on the lot just south of 
the former high school build-
ing will start shortly, as soon 
as the major contractor for 
the renovation, the Illinois 
Laborers Home Develop-

ment Corp., can move staging 
equipment off the property.

The project includes a new 
drive-up entrance to the south 
end of the building, below the 
area that originally was de-
signed as the school auditori-
um. The entrance will provide 
access to the building’s man-
agement offices, and an eleva-
tor serving all three floors of 
the new apartments.

The work permanently 
closes off the former Elizabeth 
Street intersection with South 
Main Street. 

Access to the drive-up en-
trance and the new parking lot 
will only be from the Central 
Avenue-Elizabeth intersec-

tion.
The council also continued 

its attack on abandoned and 
derelict properties within the 
city limits. A $12,500 bid by 
Bell & Bell Demolition to raze 
the house at 510 Union Street 
was approved. Public Health 
and Safety Commissioner 
Drew Griffin and city attor-
ney Rich Kash both advised 
the council that several other 
properties are on the list for 
demolition, as funds permit.

The council approved 
support for a new restaurant 
operation in Paris. Commis-
sioners approved the recom-
mendation of the TIF Advi-
sory Committee for a $10,000 

grant and a $10,000 loan to 
Rocky’s Italian Bistro at the 
corner of South Central and 
Jasper. The restaurant recently 
opened after extensive reno-
vation of a former operation.

Also approved was a $2,000 
grant from the Hotel/Motel 
Tax fund to the Paris Center 
Of Fine Arts to help promote 
the next season of produc-
tions. Theatre manager Kris-
tin Chittick explained use of 
the funds for various market-
ing initiatives, hoping the the-
ater can reopen this fall.

An unusual recommenda-
tion from the Paris Planning 
Commission to rezone prop-
erty at 822 North Main street 

from C-2 (commercial) to 
R-2 (residential) was unani-
mously approved. 

Griffin explained most re-
quests for property rezoning 
move from residential to com-
mercial or industrial. How-
ever, financing stipulations 
required this change in the 
opposite direction.

Some fees charged for city 
services had modest increases 
after being unchanged for sev-
eral years. Mayor Craig Smith 
said these included such areas 
as construction, inspection 
and demolition permits.

The mayor also took note 
of effects of the current 

See PARIS, Page 4A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 95 
ended the fiscal year 2020 with 
an increase in the funds budget of 
$410,029.02, the district’s board of 
education learned during its meet-
ing Monday, July 13.

Paris Superintendent of Schools 
Jeremy Larson said the district now 
has $7.9 million in all funds. The 1% 
sales tax fund ended with $1.2 mil-
lion, he said. Larson also paid trib-
ute to those who successfully wrote 
grants for the district, noting Paris 
95 is still waiting on the birth to 
three grant to add additional home 
workers. 

The board approved the FY21 
budget which now is available for 
public inspection on the district’s 
web site. A budget hearing will be 
held at the August meeting and 
approval is expected at the board’s 
regular meeting.

Larson praised the district’s 
maintenance and IT employees 
who have been busy not only clean-
ing all schools but also working on 
several large projects.

The highest priority items were 
those which readied the schools 
and facilities for reopening, mainte-
nance director Jerry Thurman said. 
Among those projects were:
The new entry way at Mayo 

Middle School.
Two new furnaces and air con-

ditions in the PAL’s classrooms on 
Eads Ave.
Switching out 28 water foun-

tains throughout the district so 
students will be able to fill bottles 
without touching the fountain. 
Changing every paper towel 

dispenser in every bathroom and 
some rooms so they will automati-
cally dispense.
Adding a hand sanitizer station 

in every classroom and room.
Rebuilding of the wall in Mayo 

room 201 and replacing leaking 
windows.
Replacing the freezer at Wenz 

School, which was paid for by a 
grant written by Megan Carroll and 
Kyle Shay.
Painting classrooms, a new 

lined parking lot at Mayo Middle 
School, replacing carpets, installing 
wall-mounted body thermometers 
at the entranced to every building.

IT director Nathan Bell outlined 
projects including:
Updating door access systems.
Updating access to the Willis 

Paris 95 
ended year 
with boost

See SCHOOLS, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME — The F3 Festi-
val at Hume featuring wacky 
games and the effort to stuff 
as many people as possible 
in a confined space will not 
happen this year.

Joni Smith, one of the 
festival organizers, said the 
decision to cancel all but the 
popular Jonah Fish Fry was 
due to COVID-19. 

Smith said a modified 

form of the fish fry is 3-7 
p.m. July 25 in Grafton 
Park, but she emphasized it 
is drive-thru service only — 
no standing in line or eat-
ing at tables in the shelter. 
Meals are $10 per person 
or $15 for a box of fish. First 
neighbor Bank at Newman 
is supplying free ice cream 
as dessert for every pur-
chase.

“The committee is having 
a drive-thru fish fry to raise 

money in anticipation of the 
festival returning next year,” 
said Smith. “We are also rais-
ing money for 2023 when 
Hume turns 150-years-old.”

The Paris Kiwanis Club 
has canceled the 2020 Hon-
eybee Festival, including 
the pancake tent, parade, 
vendors on the courthouse 
square and downtown en-
tertainment. The dissolu-
tion of the Paris Antique 
Honeybee Association ear-

lier this year effectively end-
ed that portion of the festi-
val occurring on the Edgar 
County Fairgrounds.

Kiwanis spokesperson 
Drew Griffin said it was a 
difficult decision to cancel 
the Honeybee Festival, but 
it was done in the best inter-
ests of the health and safety 
of the community.

“While we desperately 
wanted to put on the festi-
val for myriad reasons — 

including to provide some 
normalcy and give the 
community an event that 
is so commonly associated 
with Paris — we recognize 
the risk is not worth the re-
ward,” said Griffin.

He added the local Ki-
wanis Club looks forward to 
bringing the Honeybee Fes-
tival back in 2021 and in the 
meantime remains commit-
ted to serving the needs of 
children in the community.

Canceled: Hume’s F3 Festival, Paris Honeybee are pandemic victims

PHS CLASS OF 202O FINALLY CROSSES THE STAGE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

What is a parade without a convertible? The family of Ka-
trina Strow — parents Glenn and Stacy — were more than 
happy to oblige as they chauffeured their daughter to her 
drive-thru graduation Friday at Paris High School.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

PHS Class of 2020 graduate Christiana Marlowe 
celebrates the end of her time in high school and looks 
forward to entering Bradley University in the fall. Mar-
lowe was one of the most outspoken seniors in favor of 
a some type of a graduation ceremony when it appeared 
a virtual graduation was the only option due to the 
pandemic.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

PHS senior Hailey Temples had a special ride to her graduation, thanks to 
her father, Rick, who was more than happy to ferry her on his orange Harley 
Davidson motorcycle.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After being the first to receive her diploma at the Paris High School drive-up graduation, class president Grace 
Joseph read the names of her fellow classmates as they drove up to get their diplomas.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Dyllan Kistner exits the family car for 
the drive-up graduation at Paris High 
School.
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

93   76
Prec: 0%

94   72
Prec: 30%

90   71
Prec: 50%

89   69
Prec: 60%

88   70
Prec: 40%

89   68
Prec: 0%

90   71
Prec: 20%

HEAT ADVISORY for Edgar and surround-
ing Illinois counties from noon Saturday 
to 7 p.m. Sunday.

TODAY — Mostly sunny, hot, and humid 
with highs in the low 90s and heat index 
values as high as 110.

SUNDAY — Another hot and sunny day with 
showers and storms possible in the evening.

MONDAY — Partly sunny with highs near 90 
and scattered showers and thunderstorms.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85°/66°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107° in 1954
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48° in 1925

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.14”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.65”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.78”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.29”

NORMAL:    High: 85   Low: 66    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
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Bookkeeper: Patti Garver/Eve-
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Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 
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EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:38 a.m. 8:15 p.m. 3:28 a.m. 6:50 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:39 a.m. 8:15 p.m. 4:20 a.m. 7:46 p.m.

MONDAY 5:39 a.m. 8:14 p.m. 5:20 a.m. 8:37 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:40 a.m. 8:13 p.m. 6:26 a.m. 9:21 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:41 a.m. 8:12 p.m. 7:37 a.m. 9:59 p.m.

THURSDAY 5:42 a.m. 8:11 p.m. 8:48 a.m. 10:33 p.m.

FRIDAY 5:43 a.m. 8:11 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 11:04 p.m.

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00
Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-877-912-4574
or go to life55plus.info/prairie

Cash to help pay your funeral, medical bills
or other fi nal expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions
• Lock in your rate for life



6236

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia       $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Multiple Paris churches are 
joining forces to offer a vir-
tual Bible School experience 
July 19-23. The program is 
appropriate for kindergarten 
through fifth grade age chil-

dren.
Using a Knight’s Castle 

theme, Bible School partic-
ipants become knights in 
search of the King’s Armor 
through new music, Bible 
stories, castle callouts and the 
help of a friend, Sparky, the 

flying dragon. 
Churches participating in 

the virtual program are Par-
is Presbyterian, New Provi-
dence Presbyterian, Paris First 
United Methodist Church, 
Otterbein United Methodist 
Church and Vermilion Unit-

ed Methodist Church. 
Daily Vacation Bible School 

sessions will be posted on the 
Otterbein United Methodist 
Church’s Facebook page.

Question may be directed 
to 217-463-2515 or 217-822-
3430.

Virtual Vacation Bible School offered

DRIVE-THRU JONAH FISH FRY
Although the 2020 F3 Festival 
at Hume is canceled, the F3 
Committee is going ahead with 
a drive-thru only Jonah Fish 
Fry 3-7 p.m. Saturday, July 25, 
in Grafton Park. No in-line, 
in-person service will occur. 
Only takeout meals of fish in a 
curbside setting are available. 
Meals are $10 per person, a box 
of fish is $15. First Neighbor 
Bank of Newman is providing ice 
cream for dessert. 

USED BOOK SALE    
The annual Sisters of Providence 
used book sale is July 31 to Aug. 
11 in the Foley Room at the Prov-
idence Spirituality & Conference 
Center. Times are 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. (EDT) Monday through 
Friday and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (EDT)
Saturdays and Sundays. Book 
categories include hardbacks, 
paperbacks, spirituality, Bibles, 
novels, history, children’s books, 
gardening, health and crafting. 
In the past, CDs, DVDs and vinyl 
records have also been available. 
Items are not pre-priced, and 
sales are on a donation basis. 

REUNION POSTPONED
The Phillips Family Reunion 
originally scheduled for Aug. 2 is 
postponed in hopes it can occur 
later in the year.

CHRISMAN FARMERS MARKET
The Chrisman FFA Chapter’s 
Farmers Market is returning to 
the community every Friday 4-6 
p.m. from June 26 through Sept. 
11. The location is on the east 
side of the city square.

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to 
our community members. Here is 
a list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged 
for the safety of the community 

and staff. HRC is here to help in 
this difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, 
PARIS

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400. 
24/7 access for people feeling 
suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-

359-7593 Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support 
for anyone living in Illinois. From 
the main menu, select option #2, 
then #5. Interpreters available 
for hundreds of languages. Staff 
are also adept at conversing 
through Video Relay TTY: 1 (866) 
880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS

Concern about the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events. 
The following list is not compre-
hensive but represents informa-
tion provided to The Prairie Press 
about canceling or postponing 
events.

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff will 
continue to work remotely and 
will not interact with the public in 
the office. 

The Edgar County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office is halting in-person service 
until further notice because 
of concerns about COVID-19. 
Staff is still available to answer 
questions and provide service via 
email at ecswcd@gmail.com. For 
assistance with fish orders, email 
Tara Hopkins at Tara.Hopkins@
il.nacdnet.net.  

The Paris American Legion Post 
is canceling the Queen of Heart 
drawings until further notice.

Embarras River Basin Agency 
(ERBA) outreach offices are 
restricting all appointments to 
phone consultations until the 
shelter in place order is lifted. 
Clients should call the appropri-
ate local office to schedule the 
hour-long phone consultations. 
All appropriate documentation 
must be ready at the time of the 
consultation. The ERBA office in 
Paris can be reached at 217-465-
4911 or 800-252-1152.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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SIGN UP FOR ONLINE PAYMENTS AT

B A N K P R O S P E C T . C O M

SAVE TIME 
SAVE CHECKS & POSTAGE
All YOUR BILLS IN ONE PLACE
24/7 Access ANYTIME,  ANYWHERE
 

ONLINE BILL 
PAYMENTS 
ARE HERE!

ePAY

MEMBER FDIC

 Prospect Bank now offers
an easy and convenient way 

to pay your bills!
 RESTAURANT CLOSEOUT 

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
40 +/- Acres Highly Productive Farmland, Sec. 25 Buck Twp. 

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

Recreational Land & Country Homestead Auction
Edgar County, IL

53.23 +/- acres Exceptional Hunting Woodlands & 
3.418 +/- acres Country Homestead Offered in 2 Tracts

Saturday, October 20 - 10 AM Central

Tract 1: 53.23 +/- acres in Sec. 20 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of extraor-
dinary recreational woodlands & former 
pastureland. Tract offers exceptional 
Whitetail Deer & Turkey habitat and 
access to the Brouilletts Creek. 
Outstanding tract for promising future 
isolated country home building sites 
and/or the serious outdoorsman.

Sellers: Sellers: Deborah Allen & Phillip Bok 

Tract 2: 3.418 +/- acres in Sec. 17 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of a 1,288 
sq. ft. country home, a 46’x40’ metal 
pole barn and a old wooden corn crib. 
Great country location with many 
possibilities.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H 
Building, Paris, IL.

For more info & view catalog visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Preview/Inspection Date: Mon., July 27th at 3-6 p.m. 

Savoia’s Italian Restaurant
Over 540 Lots!

Online Only Auction Ends: 
Wed., July 29th 

at 6 p.m.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

BY DREW CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com

Mitchell Esslinger is run-
ning for State Representative 
of District 102 against Brad 
Halbrook. It is his the first 
time running for office. 

Talking about his decision 
to run, he said, “In the age of 
COVID, I saw Brad Halbrook 
filling the void with multi-
ple conspiracy theories, and 
he couldn’t be the only one 
speaking. I thought, ‘hey, I 
have preexisting conditions, 
and with COVID I don’t 
know how much time I have 
to do anything.’”

Esslinger spent his early 
childhood years in Cham-
paign, but in seventh grade 
moved to his family’s centen-
nial farm in Strasburg. 

“I got the view of the larger 
city and the country,” he said. 
“It really showed me what 
I loved about cities and the 
country. I know the struggle 
of farmers, of the minimum 
wage worker with two jobs, 
and even of the people we 
think of as better off.”

Though this is his first race, 
it is not his first involvement 
in politics.

“In 2012 my dad, who had 
served his country in Viet-
nam, had a massive heart at-
tack. After that, the (Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs) 
covered very little of that.,” 
Esslinger said. “Two years 
later he took his own life. I 
would like to be able to say 

that he is an outlier. What res-
onated with me was Bernie 
Sanders’s message… that I’m 
not alone in feeling the sys-
tem has failed us. I met peo-
ple (while campaigning for 
Sanders, Biden and Clinton) 
who weren’t even working to 
survive, they were working to 

pay off their medical debt.”
Esslinger is optimistic 

about his odds of winning 
even though the district’s last 
several representatives have 
been Republican.

“For as much divisiveness 
as people say there is, these 
people are still our neigh-

Esslinger mounts challenge for legislative seat

Special to The Prairie Press

Mitchell Esslinger recently visited Edgar County to announce he is challenging incumbent Rep. 
Brad Halbrook (R-Shelbyville) for the Illinois House 102 District seat.

Man injured, woman killed in crash
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

PESOTUM — The Illi-
nois State Police, District 10, 
report a fatal crash occurred 
Tuesday, July 14, in Douglas 
County.

According to police, the 
accident occurred at 1:07 
a.m. when Cindy Simpson, 
63, Hindsboro, driving a 
2018 Ford, failed to yield 
while pulling from a parking 

lot onto state Route 133.
Her vehicle was struck on 

the passenger side by a 1997 
Dodge driven by Joseph 
Graham, 37, Brocton. 

The force of the crash 
pushed the Simpson vehicle 
off the road to the right, and 
Graham’s vehicle went off 
the road to the left. 

Police report Simpson 
died in the crash and Gra-
ham was transported to a 

hospital with serious inju-
ries. 

FIRST MID DONATES TO BUY PROTECTIVE GEAR FOR POLICE

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

First Mid-Bank & Trust recently donated $2,000 toward the fund to purchase body armor, helmets and protective shields for Edgar 
County law enforcement. Left to right, Paris Police Chief Eric Brown; Angie Brown, assistant branch manager at Paris and Edgar 
County Sheriff Jeff Wood.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@oprairiepress.net

For the second week in a 
row, Edgar County has add-
ed eight more COVID-19 
cases. The count is now 26 
cases since the first case May 
30.

The cases reported on the 
Edgar County Public Health 
Department’s website be-

tween July 12 and July 17 
were: two females in their 
20s; a male in his 20s; a fe-
male in her 30s; a male in his 
30s; a female in her 40s; a 
male in his 50s; and a female 
in her 60s.

A total of 1,561 Edgar 
County residents have test-
ed for COVID-19 and 1,535 
have come back as negative. 

Eight more  COVID-19  
cases confirmed this week

bors, you have to meet on 
common ground,” he said. “I 
got over a hundred signatures 
from Trump voters to get on 
the ballot. Party affiliation is 
misleading.”

Esslinger maintains that 
much of his drive to run 
comes from how he views his 
opponent’s handling of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I’m very glad that our 
president started wearing a 
mask, and that Republican 
leadership is following in 
tow,” said Esslinger. “But it’s 
quite sad that Halbrook con-
tinues to push the narrative 
of no mask, no social distanc-
ing, continues to push for 
having no masks in school, 
even as our kids with pre-ex-
isting conditions have to go 
to schools.” 

Specifically, Halbrook 
opposed the mandate for 
children to wear masks in 
schools, instead believing 
parents who want should tell 

their school district their kids 
wouldn’t be masked, against 
the recommendations of 
most public health officials. 

“Everyone should be able 
to practice their religion 
without infringement, but 
infringement can come from 
people pushing their religion 
on (others),” said Esslinger. 
“Halbrook can not believe in 
science or medicine, but we 
shouldn’t have to sit through 
that in policies he pushes.”

If elected, Esslinger has 
goals and beliefs that stretch 
far beyond the current pan-
demic. 

“Making an economy that 
doesn’t work for only the 
wealthy is possible and nec-
essary,” he said. “Especially 
with the U.S.’s death totals, 
there is a real need to say ‘this 
far and no farther.’”

For more information 
about Esslinger’s campaign 
and social media, visit www.
mitchellesslinger.com.
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CHRISMAN — Classes 
resume Aug. 19 in the Chris-
man Community Unit School 
District #6 but with some big 
changes forced by the age of 
COVID-19.

Administrators briefed 
school board members Mon-
day, July 13, about reopening 
plans which are still fluid at 
this point. Illinois schools 
were ordered closed in March 
and students moved to remote 
learning in an effort to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus re-
sponsible for COVID-19.

Grade school principal Kelly 
Schluter said remote learning 
continues as part of the plan, 
but it will look much different 
than what was previously of-
fered. The early effort was an 
attempt to keep some learn-
ing in place but students were 
not graded. Schluter said the 
Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (ISBE) is now taking the 
position students opting for 
remote learning are subject 
to attendance reports, grades, 
and it will be up to parents and 
guardians to see that remote 
learners devote as much time 
to studies as in-school stu-
dents.

“There is a higher expecta-
tion of teachers, students and 
families for the remote learn-
ing,” said Schluter.

Having a remote learning 
plan in place is necessary in 
case some parents want to keep 
children home or if a spike in 
cases forces the school to close.

Schluter added the district’s 
plan was developed following 
guidelines from ISBE, the Il-
linois Department of Public 
Health and input from teach-
ers and parents. She personal-
ly talked to at least one parent 
from every grade school class. 

According to administrators, 
face masks are a non-negotia-
ble part of attending school as 
is social distancing. Schluter 
said distancing may be a chal-
lenge in some classrooms and 
the distance between desks 
may be four feet instead of the 
recommended six feet, but 
that remains within the ISBE 
guidelines.

To reduce other crowding, 
the grade school is moving to 
art on a cart and the library on 
a cart coming to classrooms. 
Breakfast will also be served 
in classrooms and lunches 
staggered with only two class-

rooms in the lunchroom at a 
time.

Jeff Nelson, the new dean 
of students 
at the junior 
h i g h / h i g h 
school build-
ing, outlined 
how social 
d i s t a n c i n g 
will be main-
tained in that 

space. He said classes are small 
enough that classroom spac-
ing, except for science classes, 
is not expected to be an issue. 
Lockers are also getting as-
signed in a pattern to reduce 
crowding in the halls.

When students arrive at 
school they will not be allowed 
to gather and socialize in a 
common space but must go 
to their first-hour classroom. 
Breakfast will also be served in 
the classroom, but Nelson said 
they are still working out how 
to handle lunch.

Here are some key points to 
the Unit 6 plan:
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. 

and everybody entering the 
building will have a tempera-
ture check before going to a 
classroom.
School is in session each 

day with a 1:30 p.m. dismissal 
at the grade school and a 1:40 
dismissal at the junior/senior 
high. The abbreviated day is 
needed to provide teachers 
time for working on the re-
mote learning lessons. 
Masks will follow the 

dress code. Anything not ap-
propriate on a T-shirt is not 
acceptable on a mask.
Parents calling in to re-

port a sick child will be asked 
a series of questions about the 
symptoms to determine risk 
for others.
Only students will be al-

lowed in the building. Parents 
and other visitors will not get 
beyond the entrance.
The nurse’s office at the 

grade school is expanded to 
have one room for treating 
normal first aid situations, and 
a quarantine room for sick chil-
dren. Parents will not enter the 
building to get a sick child. The 
nurse will walk the child out to 
the parent’s vehicle. 
School buses are restrict-

ed to country routes only and 
drivers will check the tempera-
ture of each child getting on 
the bus. 
Custodians, teachers and 

aides will all be involved with 

Masks mandatory at Chrisman

SCHLUTER

COVID-19 virus affecting 
most areas of the world. The 
council approved his recom-
mendation for a change in the 
city’s employee travel policy. 
It now strongly recommends 
against any overseas travel, 
but if undertaken it requires a 
self-quarantine period before 
the employee or staff member 
can return to work.

“I strongly encourage no 
traveling outside the United 

States,” Smith stated.
At the Monday, July 13, 

meeting attended by Smith and 
Commissioners Harry Hughes 
and Griffin in person, and Steve 
Kemper and Jerry Branson by 
telephone, a number of house-
keeping items were approved. 
These included:
Appointment of city ad-

ministrator Michael Martin as 
the city’s agent for the Illinois 
Municipal Retirement Fund.
A service contract with Su-

preme Radio covering six dash 
mount phones for $1,914.

PARIS
FROM PAGE 1A

The annual in-service 
Law Enforcement Training 
contract for $3,500.
Purchase of back-up 

batteries for the Jasper Street 
traffic signals from Cham-
paign Signal and Lighting, 
for $2,258.10.
Quotes from Wabash 

Valley Motor & Machine, 
Inc. for repair of a pump at 
the north sewage plant for 
$4,439.73, and for repair 
of a 40-horsepower motor 
pump at the sewage plant for 
$5,837.35.
Estimate from B & M 

Sandblasting for blasting 
and painting the Sewer De-
partment trailer for $1,200.
Invoice from Itron for 

maintenance on meter read-
ing equipment for the Wa-
ter/Sewer Department, for 
$23,360.02.

At the close of the meet-
ing, Smith urged everyone 
in the city to complete the 
2020 Federal Census form 
to ensure as complete a 
population count as pos-
sible. Martin pointed out 
that some state and federal 
funding for the city is tied 
to population statistics and 
other demographics from 
the census.

The next city council 
meeting is 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, July 27. Arrangements 
to participate by telephone 
rather than in person are 
available by contacting the 
city clerk’s office.

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

HUME — Coronavirus 
safety measures and e-learning 
dominated the Shiloh school 

board spe-
cial meeting 
Monday, July 
13. 

I n t e r i m 
school su-
perintendent 
Allen Hall led 
by telling par-

ents wearing masks at school 
is essential, according to the 
60-page guideline document 
from the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) and Illinois 
Department of Public Health 
(IDPH).

“We’ve been informed that 
if we don’t, the school liability 
insurance is officially voided,” 
Hall said. 

These rules could change by 
Aug. 15. If not, students must 
wear cloth or disposable masks 
meeting CDC standards. 
Board vice president Aaron 
Richardson said the school ex-
pects to have disposable masks 
on hand. 

After reviewing new disin-
fecting measures and touchless 
water fountains, the meeting 
moved on to social distancing 
and other precautions.

Social distancing guidelines 
limit room capacity to 50. 
The school will comply wher-
ever possible by staggering 
lunchtimes and hall passage, 
although the classrooms them-
selves are too small to fully dis-
tance all students. 

“You’re not always going to 
be able to maintain the 6 feet of 
distance in the classroom, but 
we’ll do our best to maintain 
social distance,” said principal 
Beth Harbaugh. 

Students and staff alike 
will have their temperatures 
checked on arrival. Fevers of 
100.4 degrees or higher are a 
potential COVID-19 symp-
tom, and the school has ex-
panded isolation areas with 
nurse supervision where un-
well children can wait for their 
ride home. Returning to school 
is dependent on a negative 
COVID-19 test or 72-hour 
wait with no further symptoms. 

Board member April Morris 

asked if an ill student’s siblings 
will also be sent home.

“That’s the guideline right 
now,” Harbaugh said. As soon 
as the child is cleared by the 
doctor or fulfills the waiting pe-
riod, everyone is free to return.

All parents will be notified 
if a COVID-19 case is con-
firmed, but the school is re-
quired to protect the student’s 
identity. Shiloh school is also 
developing contact tracing 
based on distance — students 
and staff within six feet of an in-
fected student for 15 minutes, 
or more, are considered at risk. 

All of Shiloh’s teachers are 
returning this semester, but the 
pool of substitutes is limited. 
The board will discuss precau-
tions for teachers and the use 
of sick days for quarantine at 
an upcoming meeting with the 
teachers’ union.

The current school schedule 
is five hours of e-learning on 
Monday using school Chrome-
books and classroom days 
Tuesday through Thursday. 
School dismisses at 2:05 p.m. 
so teachers can prepare online 
materials for students at home. 

“We think there are some 
parents who will not want their 
children in school if they’re re-
quired to wear masks, which 
they are right now,” said Hall. 
Fulltime or extended e-learn-
ing will require a doctor’s note 
excusing the student due to 
health requirements or condi-
tions like anxiety. 

Monday may again become 
a classroom day if all goes well 
for a month, but Hall said the 
school should be prepared for 
the opposite. 

“If we get shut down again, 
we want to make sure we 
have everything prepared for 
e-learning,” he said.

Around two dozen teachers 
and parents, all wearing masks, 
were in attendance. Several 
asked about e-learning and 
school activities and the board 
answered what they could.

Mike Alligood said spotty 
rural Internet kept students 
from turning in assignments by 
deadline during the first shut-
down. Some teachers refused 
to give full marks for late work, 
which undercut grades. He 
asked if the policy toward late 

E-learning, safety top 
priorities at Shiloh school

HALL

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

KANSAS — Kansas Com-
munity Unit School District 
#3 is carefully reopening this 
fall, the school board said at the 
Wednesday, July 15, meeting.

In a handout explaining the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) guidelines for 
schools, interim superinten-
dent John Hasten noted scien-
tific data suggests youths be-
tween five and 18 years of age 
are less susceptible to contract-
ing and spreading COVID-19. 
Nevertheless, the school is 
taking precautions from the 
beginning of the day to the fi-
nal bell.

Among the measures are 
mandatory masks indoors, 
assigned seating on buses and 
temperature checks at the 
door.Any child who arrives 
with a 100.4-degree fever will 
be sent home immediately.  
The board also plans to leave 
two empty lockers between 
locker assignments, have one-
way traffic in halls and socially 
distanced mealtimes.

Principal Cindy Spencer 
told the board sanitation sup-
plies are on the way. Hasten 
later explained the variety of 
cleaning products includes 
disinfectant foggers similar to 

Kansas school reopening cautiously
bug bombs, backpack sprayers, 
aerosol cleaners and antibacte-
rial wipes. Teachers will wipe 
down surfaces between classes 
and meals, followed by a more 
thorough cleaning in the eve-
ning by the custodial staff.

A handful of teachers attend-
ing the meeting asked what to 
do if they have been exposed to 
a student either confirmed or 
suspected to have coronavirus. 
The rule is that anyone within 
six feet of an infected person for 
15 minutes or more is at risk.

The board responded 
the options are a two-week 
self-quarantine to see if symp-
toms develop, or a COVID-19 
test. Hasten said it is only fair 
for the school to pay for fac-
ulty members’ tests, and a 
negative test will eliminate the 
need to find a substitute for 
two weeks.

In case of a rampant 
COVID-19 outbreak, Kansas 
school’s final tool is remote 
learning.

“We can go to remote 
learning days and say, ‘we’re 
a hotspot, we need to shut 
down,’” Hasten explained. 

A shutdown would last two 
weeks. Hasten said he will also 
look into using remote learn-
ing if the school suffers a se-
vere influenza outbreak.

Board vice president Matt 
Ehlers moved to approve the 
school reopening plan as given, 
with a reserved ability to make 
changes later. The motion 

passed.
“We don’t have all the an-

swers and we won’t have all the 
answers when the situations 
arise, but we’ll do our best to 
roll with the problems,” noted 
Spencer. 

On a positive note, Kansas 
is set to welcome Anna Hauter 
as the new math teacher once 
she completes her senior year 
at Texas Christian University. 
Hauter, a math major, signed 
a three-year contract with 
the district to begin teaching 
upon graduation in exchange 
for Kansas providing up to 
$10,000 in tuition aid.

Science teacher Jennifer 
Staley and ag teacher Aman-
da Gough requested special 
permission for the traditional 
FFA officers’ field trip on Aug. 
11-13. The outing allows six 
or seven officers, plus Staley 
and Gough, to sequester and 
brainstorm activities for the 
coming year. The plan is to rent 
an Airbnb in St. Louis and stay 
indoors.

“We’d like to do that because 
we plan a lot of things for not 
just our chapter, but the whole 
school,” said Staley.

The board granted the re-
quest, pending emerging state 
guidelines about field trips and 
with mandatory parental per-
mission for students

The board also approved 
Damien Centers as the new 
basketball coach pending com-
pletion of requirements.
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work will change this year.
“We’re working on cre-

ating some continuity and 
consistency on that,” said 
Harbaugh, adding that no 
one’s goal is to fail students. 
Last year there was no ac-
countability, but this year 
the guidelines will be clear-
er.

Despite improvements, 
Shiloh’s net provider told 
Hall there is no real solu-
tion to Internet connection. 
Hotspot buses are less ap-
plicable in winter because 
people must park for hours 
in the cold to use them. Shi-
loh is considering buying 
hotspots for students’ hous-
es, but these will have to be 
restricted against activities 
like gaming, which eat up 
data needed for schoolwork.

Brandon Wait asked if 
Shiloh find ways of assisting 
parents trying to provide 
homework help to students. 
Helping his kids learn from 
home was hard last year 
because curriculums have 
changed since he was in 
school, and undereducation 
further blocks people from 
understanding what their 
children need to learn.

Alligood suggested teach-
ers record their classes ev-
ery day and give parents 
learning packets similar to 
the homework packets for 
students. The board agreed 
to bring those ideas to the 
teachers union meeting.

A mother who wished to 
remain anonymous asked 
whether homeschooling 
would prohibit children’s 
participation in sports. 
Rhode answered that 
school athletics are doubtful 
this year and a special board 
meeting is set to discuss it 
further.

P.E. is still on the sched-
ule, according to Hall, and 
can be held outside if the 
weather is good. Otherwise 
students are limited to so-
cially distant indoor activi-
ties. 

The Shiloh Board of Ed-
ucation meets 7 p.m. Mon-
day, July 20, in the school 
gym for the regular monthly 
business meeting. 

OBITUARIES

extra cleaning efforts.
“It’s going to be imperfect,” 

Nelson said about the plan 
that will continue to require 
modification as officials learn 
more about conducting school 
during a pandemic.

“We can what if all day, but 
if a kid is positive, we won’t 
know what that will look like 
until it happens,” said Schluter. 
“We will be dependent on the 
health department advising 
us.”

Nelson delivered a report 
for junior high/high school 
principal Cole Huber, who was 
unable to attend the meeting. 

That report addressed some 
sports issues. Nelson said the 
latest rules from the Illinois 
High School Association pro-
hibiting contact sports means 
no basketball, but it is possible 
volleyball might be able to do 
exhibitions.

Interim superintendent Jim 
Acklin said volleyball players 
and cross-country runners are 
currently conditioning, but he 
anticipates cross-country is the 
only Chrisman sport that has a 
chance of competing this fall.

For two board members, it 
was the wrong time to address 
sports.

“I have a hard time playing 
sports when we can’t get into a 
classroom to teach,” said Karen 
Webster, noting sports involves 
sending a group of students 
away to participate in an event, 
risking exposure and then re-
turning to school the next day. 
“I don’t think we should even 
be talking about sports.”

Board president Leslie Hen-
ry agreed sports is a low prior-
ity at this stage even though it 
can provide an outlet for stu-
dents.

“I’m 100 percent for dealing 
with education before sports,” 
said Henry.

During the business por-
tion of the meeting, Acklin 
announced the school district 
is facing a 16% jump in health 
insurance costs for the next pre-
mium renewal. He explained 
the increase is the result of 
having only a few people in the 
coverage pool and a couple of 
those people have health issues.

Acklin asked Bushue HR 
of Effingham to put district’s 
health insurance out for bid pri-
or to the Jan. 1 renewal date.

“We are so small we may 
not have many options, but I 
thought we had to look,” Acklin 
said. 

Vermilion Volunteer Fire Department 
28th Annual

Pork Chop Supper 
Saturday, August 8th, 2020

Serving 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
KC Hall, Paris, IL

Donation  Donation  

$$8.008.00
Drive-thru

ONLY
Checks can be made 

payable to PCFPD

HELEN MCNEESE
METCALF – Helen E. Mc-

Neese, 90, of Metcalf, passed 
away at 1:30 pm Monday, July 

13, 2020, 
at Pleasant 
Meadows Se-
nior Living, 
Chrisman.

A private 
family service 
is at the Met-MCNEESE

calf Christian Church, with 
Pastor Troy Warner officiating.  
Private burial follows in Hoult 
Cemetery, south of Chrisman. 
Robison Chapel, Catlin, is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Metcalf Christian 
Church. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.robi-
sonchapel.com.
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Stewart Stewart && Carroll   Carroll  
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Thomas D. Carroll, Director    
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com                             

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com
                                    (217) 465-6311 

Tom Carroll, his family and staff will continue to provide our community  
with quality professional service based on family 
tradition, dignity, and integrity and honesty.

would like to officially welcome Luke Magers to our team. Luke was born 
and raised here in Paris, and is the son of Will and Mary Ann Magers. Luke 
and his wife Kelsey have a one year old son, Tripp. He is a graduate of Paris 
High School, attended SIUC, is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and 
helps coach a local Little League baseball team in his spare time. He is most 
looking forward to working with and serving the families of his community. 

Luke Magers 
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PAT STARK
Pauline Virginia “Pat” Stark, 

98, of Paris, passed away Satur-
day, July 11, 2020, at her daugh-

ter’s home in 
Gainesville, 
Fla. She re-
tired from 
Unarco in 
Paris. 

A graveside 
memorial ser-
vice celebrat-

ing Mrs. Stark’s life is at a later 
time. Her burial is in Edgar 
Cemetery.

Mrs. Stark was born Jan. 5, 
1922, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late Harley and Anna 
Haase Hamblin. She married 
Richard A. Eads in 1941. She 
later married Jack P. Stark on 
Oct. 1, 1972, in Paris, and he 
preceded her in death on July 
11, 2016. 

She is survived by a cousin 
Patsy Haase Stevens of Car-
rollton, Texas; other survivors 
include four children, Richard 
Pancho (Syble) Eads of New 
Smyrna Beach, Fla., Yuana V. 
Eads (Bryan) of Gainesville, 
Fla., Robert M. (Pandora) 
Eads of Sebring, Fla., Timur J. 
(Catherine) Eads of Purcell-
ville, Va.; two stepchildren, 
Steve (Bonny) Stark of Ash-
more and Stan (Missy) Stark of 
Paris; 10 grandchildren, David 
Eads of Columbus, Ind., Nicole 
(Brian) Caruso of Warrenton, 
Va., Jessica Eads of Purcellville, 
Va., Amanda (James) How-
ard of Richmond, Va, Brian 
(Kelly) Brown of Greenwood, 
Ind., Amy (Mike) Bird of Mad-
ison, Ind., Kelsey Stark (fiancé, 
Nathan Pollard) of Ashmore, 
Ashley Stark of Ashmore, 
Laine (Victor) Jaures of St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., and Skylar Stark 
of Paris; eight great-grand-
children, Griffin Caruso of 
Warrenton, Va., Tim Bird of 
Madison, Ind., Chris Bird of 

Portsmouth, Va., Shelby and 
Ashley Brown of Greenwood, 
Ind., William Henry Jaures 
Stark of St. Petersburg, Fla., 
and Preston and Owen Pollard 
of Ashmore, Ind.; niece, Sheryl 
Hamblin (Rodney) Chambers 
of Branson, Mo.; and nephews, 
George (Linda) Hamblin of 
Roscoe and John (Kathaleen) 
Hamblin of Terre Haute, Ind. 

She was preceded in death 
by her brother, George Ber-
nard Hamblin on Aug. 4, 
2002. 

Mrs. Stark was a member 
of the First Christian Church 
of Paris. She was a 1939 grad-
uate of Paris High School, 
where she was known to have 
“a smile for every girl and two 
for every boy.” She was gen-
erous with her time and vol-
unteered for many years in a 
number of causes, including 
Relay for Life, Compassion-
ate Food Pantry, Crestwood 
Eagle Helpers and Meals on 
Wheels. She was a 36-year 
snowbird in Lake Placid, Fla. 
where she enjoyed many life-
long friends, volunteering, 
golfing, walking and bicy-
cling and enjoying the winter 
sunshine. She was an accom-
plished baker and shared her 
coveted peanut butter and 
snickerdoodle cookies. Her 
ready smile and kind words 
will be sorely missed by many 
of all ages. 

One of Mrs. Stark’s greatest 
joys was the love of her family, 
and her proudest achievement 
was her role as mother to six 
fortunate and grateful kids. She 
was a legend.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the First Christian 
Church of Paris. 

Online condolences at 
https://milamfh.com/testi-
monial/pauline-v-pat-stark/ 
or cards may be mailed to P. O. 
Box 357043, Gainesville, FL. 

JERRY HELTSLEY
KANSAS — Robert Gail 

“Jerry” Heltsley, 89, of Kansas, 
passed away at 9:49 a.m. Fri-

day, July 10, 
2020, at Sarah 
Bush Lincoln 
H o s p i t a l , 
Mattoon. He 
was a lifelong 
farmer.

P r i v a t e 
burial with 
m i l i t a r y 
honors is in 
Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery, ru-

ral Kansas. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mr. Heltsley was born Sept. 
17, 1930, at Charleston, the 
son of the late Arthur B. and 
Hazel O. Epperson Helts-
ley. He married Dorothy A. 

Laughead Aug. 24, 1952, at 
Grandview United Method-
ist Church in Grandview, and 
she survives. They celebrated 
68 years of Biblical marriage 
and worked together as a team 
building the family farm.

Other survivors include 
four children, Mike (Debbie) 
Heltsley of Paris, Gail (Rory) 
Steidl of Lerna, Ron (Sherri) 
Heltsley of Wheeler and Ned 
(Becky) Heltsley of Kansas; a 
sister, Margaret Raimondi of 
Chesterton; nine grandchil-
dren; 11 great-grandchildren; 
one nephew; one great-neph-
ew; one great-niece; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Karen Pine of 
Martinsville; and his beloved 
parrot, Sadie.

Mr. Heltsley graduated 
from Kansas High School in 
1948 and was salutatorian of 
his class. He attended Illinois 

Wesleyan University prior to 
earning his bachelor’s degree 
with high honors in agronomy 
and his master’s degree in crop 
management, both from the 
University of Illinois. While a 
student at the U of I, he was ac-
tive in ROTC and was a mem-
ber of Farmhouse Fraternity. 
After graduation, Mr. Heltsley 
was commissioned a second 
lieutenant and went on to 
serve in the U.S. Army during 
the Korean and Vietnam Wars, 
serving for a number of years 
in military intelligence. He re-
tired from the Army Reserves 
in 1969 at the rank of major.

His farming career was 
marked by a staunch com-
mitment to land stewardship. 
He received several local and 
state awards recognizing his 
commitment to conservation 
farming. He was an early ad-

vocate for no-till farming, and 
he remained involved in agri-
cultural research from his col-
lege years throughout his life. 
He was especially proud of re-
cently completing 50 years as 
a board member and former 
secretary of the North Fork 
Conservancy District Board 
of Trustees.

Mr. Heltsley was a member 
of Bell Ridge Christian Church 
of Paris and was formerly active 
in Kansas Christian Church for 
many years. He will be remem-
bered as a fierce Chief Illini-
wek supporter, Chicago Cubs 
fan, flag-waving conservative, 
proud veteran and kind to an-
imals.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Bell Ridge Christian 
Church.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

TERRY HAYS
KANSAS — Terry L. Hays, 

74, of Kansas, passed away at 
9:23 a.m. EDT Sunday, July 

12, 2020, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
He was re-
tired after 26 
years with 
the U.S. Post-
al Service in 
Charleston 
and Paris.

A grave-
side service 

was 11:30 a.m. Friday, July 
17, 2020, at Fairview Cem-
etery, with Minister Bret 
Hammond officiating. Mili-
tary rites by American Legion 
Post #539 accompanied the 
service and burial. Templeton 
Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Hays was born Sept. 
20, 1945, at Paris, the son of 
the late Donald “Pete” and 
Marilyn Willison Hays. He 
married Carolyn “Susie” 
Henderson March 10, 1967, 
in Paris, and she survives.

Other survivors include 
three children, Kelly (Ed-
ward) Carnine of Richmond 
Hill, Ga., Mike (Crystal) 
Hays of Paris and Emily 
(Mark) Hughes of Hillsboro; 
two brothers, Merle (Evelyn) 
Hays and Kenny (Dorothy) 
Hays, both of Paris; 10 grand-

RAYMOND COOMBES
Raymond Eugene 

Coombes, 72 of Paris, passed 
away at 12:37 p.m. EDT 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020, at 

Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
He was a Soil 
and Water 
C o n s e r v a -
tionist for 
the Natural 
R e s o u r c e s 
C o n s e r v a -
tion Service 

(formerly known as the Soil 
Conservation Service) for the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture for 42 years. 

A funeral service is 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 21, at Temple-
ton Funeral Home, with the 
Rev. Jamie Kent and the Rev. 
Mike Dixon officiating. Buri-
al follows in Young America 
Cemetery at Hume, with mili-
tary honors conducted by the 
Hume American Legion Post 
369. Visitation is from 4 to 7 
p.m. Monday, July 20, at the 
funeral home.

Mr. Coombes was born 
Sept. 25, 1947, at Danville, the 
son of the late Paul and Mary 
Brewer Coombes. He married 
Paula Hoffman July 22, 1972, 
at Walnut, and she survives.

 Other survivors include 
two children, Steve ( Jill) 
Coombes of Paris and Mary 
(Deron) Hearn of Hume; 
a brother, Larry (Cindy) 
Coombes of Byron; two sis-

ters, Margaret (Kim) Snyder 
and Kay Donaldson, both of 
Paris; eight grandchildren, 
Brittany Foy and Andrew Foy 
of Belleville, Lillie Cox and 
Gaige Cox of Hume, Kait-
lyn Coombes and Morgan 
Coombes of Paris, Abbi Foy 
of Laramie, Wyo., and Katelyn 
Harth of Spring Valley; and 
nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death 
by one son, Brad Foy. 

Mr. Coombes was a Unit-
ed States Army veteran of 
the Vietnam War, serving in 
Vietnam and later in Germa-
ny.  He was a member of First 
Christian Church, Disciples 
of Christ, formerly serving the 
church as financial secretary, 
was a member of the Hume 
American Legion Post 369 and 
was a former member of the 
Edgar County 4-H Association 
Board. 

Most of his life was spent 
in the agricultural field, work-
ing alongside his father on the 
family farm where he grew up. 
He was also a judge for the Ed-
gar County 4-H Fair for several 
years. He enjoyed woodwork-
ing and following his retire-
ment, he took on the task of 
mowing lawns for several peo-
ple. He never missed any of his 
grandchildren’s events, and he 
was a Fighting Illini Fan.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
4-H Association or the Hume 
American Legion Post 369.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

HELTSLEY

HAYS

COOMBES

STARK

JOHN BOARD
OAKLAND — John Lee 

Board, 58, of Oakland, passed 
away Wednesday, July 15, 2020, 
at Carle Foundation Hospital, 

Urbana.
A graveside 

funeral for 
family and 
close friends 
is 10 a.m. 
Monday, July 
20, at Oak-
land Ceme-

tery. Krabel Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Oakland United Meth-
odist Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

BOARD

WILMA CARTRIGHT
Wilma Cartright, 83, of Par-

is, passed away at 10:19 p.m. 
Sunday, July 12, 2020, at her 

son’s home in 
Spring, Texas. 

A grave-
side service 
and burial is 
10:30 a.m. 
Monday, July 
20, at Pleas-
ant Hill Cem-

etery. Visitation is from 9 to 10 
a.m. Monday, July 20, at Stew-
art and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Due to the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, everyone is asked to be 
patient and abide by the state 
regulations of 50 visitors with 
masks in the funeral home at 
a time. Masks and social dis-
tancing are also required at the 
cemetery.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

CARTRIGHT

MIKE FARRIS
MARSHALL — Richard 

Edward “Mike” Farris, 59, 
passed away July 10, 2020.

A grave-
side service 
is 1 p.m. to-
day, July 18, 
at the Mar-
shall Ceme-
tery. Due to 
COVID-19, 
the family 

asks those attending to wear a 
mask and observe social dis-
tancing. Pearce Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Clark County 
Youth Bowling League.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

FARRIS

CARLA JACOBSEN
Carla Jacobsen, 62 of Paris, 

passed away at 9:48 a.m. Friday, 
July 17, 2020, at her residence.  
Arrangements are pending at 
Templeton Funeral Home.

ROSE MARIE KENNEY
Rose Marie Kenney, 91, 

of Paris, passed away at 7:05 
p.m. Thursday July 16, 2020, at 

Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial is 10 
a.m. Tues-
day July 21, 
at St. Mary’s 

Church. Burial follows in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery.  A private 
visitation is scheduled for the 
family.  Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, everyone is asked 
to be patient and abide by the 
state regulation of 50 visitors 
with masks allowed at a time. 
Everyone is welcome, but 
please keep visits short so that 
all who wish to pay their re-
spects may do so. Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

Mrs. Kenney was born July 
28, 1928, the daughter of the 
late Roy F. and Margaret B. En-

glum Curl. She married Thom-
as J. Kenney Dec. 28, 1948, at 
Paris, and he preceded her in 
death July 18, 1987.  

She is survived by her son, 
Keith (Ann) Kenney of Par-
is; her siblings, Pat Roush of 
Paris and Peggy (Sam) Doak 
of Rock Island; and her grand-
children, Kyle Kenney and 
Kane Kenney of Paris.

She was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Kathleen M. 
Kenney; and her siblings, Ed 
Curl, Joe Curl, Joan Bouslog, 
Mary Jean McGill, Lawrence 
Curl, John Jack Curl and Caro-
lyn Harmon.

Mrs. Kenney was a member 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
St. Mary’s Altar Society and a 
Horizon Health Paris Com-
munity Hospital Volunteer.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s Church 
or Horizon Health Paris Com-
munity Hospital Volunteer’s.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

KENNEY

CLYDE HARDWAY
MARTINSVILLE  — 

Clyde Alan Hardway, 28, of 
Mattoon, and formerly of 

Martinsville, 
passed away 
Sunday, July 
12, 2020, at 
his home. 

A graveside 
service is 2 
p.m. Thurs-
day, July 16, at 

Wesley Chapel Cemetery, with 
Pastor David Wilson officiat-
ing. Pearce funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HARDWAY

children, Bailey, Alex and 
Jada Carnine, Corey (Tay-
lor) Hays, Myranda (Dal-
ton) Chambers, Carter and 
Chase Hays and Marshall, 
Griffen and Lola Hughes; a 
great-grandson, Ezekiel Hays, 
with another great-grandson, 
Pierce, due in August; several 
nieces and nephews; and his 
beloved dog and best friend, 
Lucy.

Mr. Hays was a United 
States Marine Corps veteran 
of the Vietnam War. He was a 
member of Kansas Christian 
Church, American Legion 
Coral Hall Post #539 and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
#3601. A proud veteran, he 
was a firm believer in “Once 

a Marine, always a Marine,” 
and wore his USMC insignia 
with pride whenever possible. 
He was also proud of the love 
and experiences shared with 
his high school sweetheart 
throughout their 53 years of 
married life together. He en-
joyed golf, grilling, garden-
ing, hunting with his son and 
teaching his grandchildren 
how to fish. Above all else, he 
treasured time spent with his 
family and put them first in all 
things. Semper Fi.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to Kansas Christian 
Church.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.
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Weiss’s letter 
shows what’s 
wrong with 
newsrooms

Our school districts deserve our support as they struggle with new reality
Edgar County and other East 

Central Illinois school districts are 
struggling with how to open schools 
safely to protect their students, 
teachers and staff.

Anyone who has been paying 
attention — and most parents have 
been especially attentive — knows 
that school reopenings should be 
guided by science, safety and dili-
gence.

While many parents and commu-
nity members are concerned about 
wearing masks, athletics and what a 
school schedule will look like, it’s im-
portant for everyone to understand  
there are  more pressing questions.

One of the toughest questions fac-
ing school administrators and school 
boards is what to do when — not if 
— a student or teacher tests positive 
for COVID-19. Is everyone in the 
classroom where the student was 
sitting quarantined? What about the 
fellow students the child might have 

passed in the hall or talked to earlier 
in the day? Does the entire school 
shut down? 

There are still those in our county 
who believe COVID-19 is nothing 
more than the flu. That is their right. 
But when it comes to safeguarding 
our children, our school districts 
must err on the side of caution. If 
that means every child must wear a 
mask, then so be it.

The recommendations of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention should not be watered down 
just to reopen school. The mere hint 
of reduced precautions will make 
coaxing concerned teachers and stu-
dents back into the classroom more 
difficult.

We all know that K-12 instruc-

tion with teachers and students 
in the same room beats remote 
learning. We also know  the spread 
of COVID-19 may make distant 
learning a necessary alternative. 

The bottom line is schools must 
have the leeway to determine when 
and how it is safe to reopen. To ac-
complish that, they need the support 
not just of parents and grandparents 
but each one of us who care about 
the future of Edgar County and sur-
rounding counties.

The best thing each of us can 
do is be positive about the return 
to school. Our children pick up 
their emotional cues from parents, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles. Let’s 
be positive about returning to the 
classroom — if that’s what par-
ents choose — or continuing with 
e-learning at home.

Let’s greet the new school year 
with a smile and the possibilities it 
holds for our children.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Let’s each be positive

Can new 
director 
turn IDES 
around? 

Today’s cultural revolution needs new statue
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Gov. JB Pritzker has not 
had a lot of luck with the 
Illinois Department of 
Employ-
ment 
Security 
since tak-
ing office 
in 2019.

Pritzker 
appointed 
Gustavo 
Giraldo as 
his IDES 
director in 
March of 
last year. Giraldo abruptly 
walked out of the office 
two weeks later. The 
Pritzker administration has 
never explained why.

A couple of months 
later, Pritzker appointed 
Tom Chan to lead the 
agency. Chan was a former 
state Senate Republican 
legal staffer who had been 
named acting general 
counsel for IDES by Gov. 
Bruce Rauner in 2018. 
Chan was willing to take 
the top job last year, so, 
despite being a Republican 
holdover, he got it. By all 
accounts, he's a decent 
guy who helped negotiate 
a crucial unemployment 
insurance revamp this year.

Acting Director Chan 
faded into obscurity 
until March, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
slammed the world's 
economy and hundreds of 
thousands of Illinoisans 
rushed to apply for unem-
ployment benefits. Every 
state's unemployment 
insurance application 
system was completely 
overwhelmed. It's too early 
to say how poorly Illinois 
fared compared to other 
states, but it didn't matter 
a bit to the people who 
suddenly found them-
selves unable to apply for 
benefits that they were 
legally entitled to receive.

Serious problems persist 
with the IDES response. 
As I've already told you, 
most legislators in both 
parties are up in arms 
about how constituents 
who've been out of work 
for months still haven't 
been able to reach IDES. 
Something had to give. 

See MILLER, Page 7A

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

Bari Weiss’s resignation letter as an opinion 
editor and writer at the New York Times was 
a brilliant biopsy of all that’s wrong with the 

modern newsroom, especial-
ly her own, and society more 
generally — a cancel culture 
that punishes wrong thinking 
and threatens freedom in the 
most dangerous ways.

If Weiss’s name is unfamil-
iar to those who avoid the 
Times, she would understand 
for the same reasons she 
decided to leave the news-
paper. The cancel culture 
has resulted, she says, in the 

intimidation, bullying and sometimes firing 
of anyone who dares think or speak outside 
the narrow confines of the new politically 
correct orthodoxy.

Weiss’s resignation closely follows the 
June resignation of her boss and editorial 
page editor James Bennet, who was pushed 
out after his section published an op-ed by 
Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), in which Cotton 
advocated using military force to quell violent 
protests. This was at the height of reaction 
to the killing of George Floyd, as well as the 
more generalized embrace of the Black Lives 
Matter movement.

The Times’s explanation for publishing 
Cotton’s op-ed, fed in part by complaints by 
its own staffers, required two days of rumina-
tion and two people’s jobs. At first, the Times 
defended the decision to publish Cotton. 
Finally, the paper pronounced that Cotton’s 
op-ed, “fell short of our standards.”

How could a newspaper intent on airing 
differing opinions and diverse voices decide 
that a sitting U.S. senator’s viewpoint didn’t 
measure up? Allowing a senator to espouse 
thoughts one might find objectionable is 
exactly the point of the op-ed page. The walk-
back plainly had less to do with standards and 
more do to with the simple fact that Cotton 
thought the wrong thing.

As Weiss wrote in her letter to “A.G.,” the 
Times’s publisher, Arthur Sulzberger, who 
goes by his first two initials, there may well be 
many among the Times staff who are as con-
cerned as Weiss about the cancel culture that 
now has reached America’s most influential 
newsroom. But they dare not say so in public. 
“If a person’s ideology is in keeping with the 
new orthodoxy,” she wrote, “they and their 

KATHLEEN
PARKER
POLITICS 
AND CULTURE

Satire is a dangerous business, 
especially during our cultural 
revolution, with angry Jacobins 

beating up pol-
iticians, tearing 
down statues and 
terrifying corpo-
rate and political 
establishments 
in a great, leftist 
show of force.

It will never 
end, will it? Or 
maybe it just ends 
with heads.

At the rate 
they’re going, the Jacobins won’t 
be satisfied with heads of stone. 
They’ll demand the real thing, 
with hair and teeth.

But I won’t provoke them when 
they’re all lathered up. And my 
friends know I’m afraid of satire.

I believe in the Importance of 
Being Earnest.

As most Americans know, the 
recent round of statue smashing 
started with the protests of the 
police murder of George Floyd. 
But this isn’t about George Floyd 
anymore, is it? We’re way past 
George Floyd now.

Corporate, political and other 
institutional leaders are desperate 
to be thought of as woke too. A 
few of them might be thinking 
about throwing the mob a few 
sacrificial underlings, and then 
climb the chaos like a ladder.

At least one thing is clear.
We are running out of statues. 

We need a few new ones.
So today, I ask (nay, demand) 

that the National Endowment for 
the Arts build a great new statue:

Marie Thérèse Louise of Savoy, 
Princesse de Lamballe.

Marie de Lamballe was a 
French noble. But she was also 
quite liberal. She believed in the 
French Revolution and its slogans. 
She was wealthy, but unlike other 
nobles, she was quite sympathetic 
to the revolutionary ethos.

Today she’d most likely be hon-
ored at the Kennedy Center and 
donate to several museums. CNN 
might give her a show where she’d 
take poor people to fine restau-
rants, and nod with concern as 
they confessed their hopes and 
dreams.

If there’s one in Washington 
who’d admire a statue of Marie 
de Lamballe, it would be House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the 
Democrat from near statue-less 
San Francisco. Pelosi, wealthy, 
powerful and liberal herself, is 
busy trying to climb that ladder 
of chaos.

Her Democrats squabble with 
Republicans over how best to 
honor George Floyd with dueling 
bills on police procedure. Perhaps 
frustrated, Pelosi accused the 
Republicans of murdering Floyd.

“So far they’re trying to get 
away with murder, actually,” Pe-
losi said. “The murder of George 
Floyd.”

In another age perhaps, she’d 
be denounced as dangerously 
insane. But Pelosi clearly un-
derstands our times. Climb the 
ladder, Nancy.

Lamballe was fashionable, 
educated, publicly virtuous and 
compassionate. She was some-
thing of a subversive intellectual, 
or at least she hung around with 
intellectuals, providing them tasty 
wine and sweetmeats.

She was a daughter of the 

French Enlightenment. And so, 
Lamballe was highly enlightened. 
Today you might say she was 
woke.

But she just wasn’t woke 
enough.

A fine statue of Marie de 
Lamballe near the Washington 
Monument (or whatever we’ll 
call that next year when Washing-
ton’s name is finally erased from 
history) would be more than just 
another boring stone human for 
tourist families to ignore.

A statue of Marie de Lamballe 
might provide clarity, something 
needed now.

And I hope they build it soon.
Early on, as the Floyd protests 

intensified, the Jacobins were 
content with smashing statues of 
Confederate leaders and calling 
them racists. But soon they began 
to destroy statues of abolitionists 
and others who fought for the 
Union to free the slaves.

Some think they’re a crazy 
mob. But I think they know what 
they’re doing. They’re erasing 
history and telling the rest of us to 
shut up and like it. Most Republi-
cans shut up. The Democrats have 
little to say. And Joe Biden stays in 
his basement eating pudding. He 
doesn’t say much.

A statue of President Ulysses S. 
Grant was torn down. He won the 
Civil War and sent Sherman to 
burn Atlanta and break the South. 
President Teddy Roosevelt, a 
progressive, is also being removed 
from the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York. 
And too many others to count.

This is where the Ministry 
of Truth expects me to tell you 

JOHN
KASS
GUEST 
COLUMN

See KASS, Page 7A

See PARKER, Page 7A

After this headline, “ Sorry, Illinois, but 
Florida is doing this reopening thing right,” 
appeared above my May 8 chattering in this 

space, emails began show-
ing up. “Dear Moron,” one 
opened. Another closed, 
“here’s hoping that you and 
your family die.” In between, 
an assortment of slurs, 
aspersions and denunciations 
arrived. Some quite clever.

The volume only increased 
as Florida, along with other 
states, began experiencing 
more new cases. Especial-
ly Florida, where experts 

declared the Miami area was now the world’s 
pandemic “epicenter.”

Some emails even sounded gleeful that 
Florida’s caseload was spiking. Never mind 
the humanity. Chicago Mayor Lori Light-
foot was right, they said, when she gave it to 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’ “fumbling ” by 
reopening the beaches. “God help us all,” she 
intoned.” A Twitter hashtag, #floridamorons, 
piled on.

Well, there’s this:
As of Wednesday morning, cumulative 

deaths attributed to COVID-19 are: Illinois, 
7,218; Florida, 4,409, according to the Illinois 
Department of Public Health and the Florida 
Department of Health, respectively.

Florida’s population of 21.48 million is 
almost double of Illinois’ 12.67 million. Yet 
Illinois has suffered 2,809 more deaths than 
Florida. Maybe Florida has been doing some-
thing right.

Critics now will fill my inbox with more di-
rectives, explaining why new cases, hospital-
izations, test results and other data are more 
important than deaths.

But deaths are the key statistic. It’s the ulti-
mate failure, the tragedy that causes the most 
pain, for the patient, family and the heroic 
health care providers. It’s the loss of a life.

I didn’t start this grudge match about who 
got it right, or who’s to blame. I was asked to 
respond when Lightfoot butted in, uninvited, 
while her own lockdown regulations were 

The Florida 
vs. Illinois 
pandemic score 
card is back

DENNIS
BYRNE
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

See BYRNE, Page 7A



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2020  |  7AOPINION

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

HOME
LOANS

From MORTGAGE PRE-APPROVAL to  
DOWN PAYMENT OPTIONS and 
GREAT RATES, we'll help you 
      every step along the way!

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2020. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, 
get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows 
or patio doors between 4/1/2020 and 8/31/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door 
in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is 
paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal 
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only 
at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License 
#990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance 
work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and 
operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks 
where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. *Using U.S. and imported parts.

We're open and we're 
ready to help you!

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4. INTEREST 
ACCRUES FROM DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS 
WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS.MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

YOUR ENTIRE PROJECT1

40%
BUY 1, GET 1

OFF

$0 MONEY DOWN
$0 INTEREST
$0  MONTHLY PAYMENTS
for 12 months1

PLUS

THE FULL SERVICE
REPLACEMENT WINDOW DIVISION OF

855-815-3373
CALL BY AUGUST 31 TO LOCK-IN THIS OFFER

✓ Be safe and secure
✓ Air-tight installation 

Virtual consultations are fun, easy and free!

We Now Offer FREE
Virtual Consultations!

545 N. 9th St. • Clinton, IN

Join us for 
lunch or dinner!

MON-SAT   11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Serving the finest food in 
“Little Italy Town”

BEST ITALIAN BEEF IN THE 
WABASH VALLEY!

Curbside available - Call we’ll have it ready for you.

765-832-3130

NOW HIRING servers and kitchen positions. 
Apply Monday through Thursday.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

Last week, IDES an-
nounced that it was changing 
its unemployment benefits 
application process. Callers 
are now promised a callback, 
instead of having to spend 
all day, every day waiting on 
hold.

And then Chan was sud-
denly replaced with Kristin 
Richards.

Richards was named Senate 
President John Cullerton's 
chief of staff in 2016 after serv-
ing as Cullerton's policy and 
budget director. Senate Presi-
dent Don Harmon kept her on 
after he was elected to replace 
Cullerton several months ago, 
mainly because she's a serious 
policy wonk and he needed 
her help to transition into 
his new position. She's also 
beloved and respected by his 
caucus members.

Richards is super-smart and 
knows government back and 
forth. Yeah, she can be tough 
when times demand it, but she 

is also a naturally empathetic 
person. She is, I think, just the 
sort of person that IDES des-
perately needs right now. She 
has worked on unemployment 
issues for years and has been 
particularly involved since the 
pandemic began. Illinoisans 
are hurting and IDES staffers 
are over-worked and over-
wrought. The state needs a 
no-nonsense technocrat as 
well as a human touch in that 
position.

Richards also, of course, 
knows how to handle legisla-
tors, which is a hugely import-
ant skill right now because 
legislative fury at IDES (and, 
by extension, the governor) is 
all too real. At the very least, 
her appointment immediately 
gets most Senate Democrats 
off the governor's back. It'll 
take her more time to calm 
everyone else.

Results are the main thing, 
but having the unique skill of 
effectively handling legislative 
egos is crucial for Pritzker's 
ability to govern going for-
ward. I wrote not long ago that 

the governor needed to find a 
way to calm the uprising, and 
this is a smart way to do it.

"She can manage the 
bureaucracy," said Sen. Andy 
Manar (D-Bunker Hill), who 
hired Richards away from the 
governor's office back when 
he was John Cullerton's chief 
of staff. "She values custom-
er service. She gets very 
critical of government when it 
doesn't function well. I would 
say that was her greatest 
strength as chief — she was 
always working for members 
in the caucus and that, by 
extension, helped the Senate 
President. She's as profession-
al as I've ever seen."

The appointment also 
helps smooth things over with 
Senate President Harmon. 
Pritzker was widely seen as a 
supporter of Senate Majority 
Leader Kim Lightford as a 
replacement for Cullerton. 
Hiring Richards allows 
Harmon to pick a new chief 
without suffering any internal 
pushback from those who still 
aren't on board.

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

about peaceful protests. 
So, please ignore the next 
paragraph about the beating 
of a Wisconsin state senator 
the other night. And he’s a 
Democrat.

“I don’t know what hap-
pened,” Democratic state 
Sen. Tim Carpenter told the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
after he was assaulted for tak-
ing photos of protesters. “… 
All I did was stop and take a 

picture. And the next thing 
I’m getting five-six punches, 
getting kicked in the head.”

As he rolled on the ground, 
getting kicked, I bet he was 
glad he wasn’t a Republican.

But what of the Princesse 
de Lamballe?

Let’s just say that she 
supported the ideals of the 
French Revolution until she 
saw what actually happens 
in a revolution. Her trial 
lasted about five minutes. She 
expressed her support for 
the revolution but would not 

denounce the queen.
They took her outside. 

They didn’t even use a 
guillotine. Later her head was 
paraded on a pike before the 
queen’s window to the joy of 
the revolutionaries.

All I ask is that her head be 
left on. And that on the base 
of the statue, this from a writ-
er who we won’t be allowed 
to mention. George Orwell 
was his name, but please, put 
down that face cage with the 
rat:

“Every record has been 

destroyed or falsified, every 
book rewritten, every picture 
has been repainted, every 
statue and street building has 
been renamed, every date has 
been altered. And the process 
is continuing day by day and 
minute by minute. History 
has stopped. Nothing exists 
except an endless present 
in which the Party is always 
right.”

(John Kass is a columnist 
for the Chicago Tribune. His 
e-mail address is jskass@
chicagotribune.com.)

KASS
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The only downside for the 
governor is you shouldn't hire 
somebody you can't fire. This 
hire is certainly a gamble, but 
it's also likely his best bet. The 
Pritzker people didn't seem 
all that outwardly concerned 
about the legislative grumbling 
before, but they wouldn't 
have made this move if they 
didn't have some worries. It's 
a course correction worth 
noting.

All Richards has to do now 
is right a sinking ship amidst 
the worst jobs crisis in any-
one's living memory and save 
the administration from public 
ire and legislative wrath. Piece 
of cake.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

PARKER
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work remain unscrutinized. 
Everyone else lives in fear of 
the digital thunderdome. On-
line venom is excused so long 
as it is directed at the proper 
targets.”

When Bennet hired Weiss 
three years ago to help address 
the obvious gap between the 
paper’s 2016 election coverage 
and the country that elected 
Donald Trump as president, 
she was honored and inspired, 
she wrote.

“But the lessons that ought 
to have followed the election 
— lessons about the impor-
tance of understanding other 
Americans, the necessity of 
resisting tribalism, and the 
centrality of the free exchange 
of ideas to a democratic soci-

just as questionable as 
DeSantis’. A case in point: 
The lengthy closing of the 
lakefront to walkers and 
bikers when science says the 
risk of transmission is lower 
outdoors. Follow the science? 
Bah. Lightfoot is as qualified 
to judge what other states do 
as President Donald Trump 
is to brag that he can halt the 
violence in Chicago.

Truth is that no one knew 
from the start how to deal with 
the novel coronavirus. Not 
Trump. Not his Democratic, 
progressive or woke critics. 
And clearly not the epidemi-
ologists who seem to have 
gotten so much wrong. Yet, 
they still want us to take their 
warnings as biblical, when 
they can’t accurately count 

the infected or calculate the 
fatality rate.

I could say that Miami’s 
troubling increase in new 
cases is the result of all those 
Democrats from New York 
and Chicago who fled their 
own epicenters and brought 
the disease (and their woke 
politics) with them. But I 
can’t; I don’t know. Certainly, 
the hypothesis that interstate 
travel was as significant as the 
arrival of infected travelers 
from China and Europe de-
serves study. I suspect a federal 
grant already is in the works.

We all have been stumbling 
around, and too many are 
letting their partisanship, 
self-interest or ego rule. What 
we should be learning—
among many lessons — is that 
“science” is fragile and fallible. 
Especially today’s “end-of-the-
world-as-we-know-it” science. 

Science, as demonstrated by 
our struggle to understand 
and deal with the unique 
coronavirus and COVID-19, 
sometimes is fouled by incom-
plete or poorly collected data, 
unproven hypotheses and, 
simply, wild guesses. Auto-
matically accepting “science” 
findings as a done deal is a 
fool’s game.

Even worse is the assump-
tion that “infallible science” 
can’t be challenged by or 
balanced with other policy 
considerations. Most notably 
missing in this equation is 
the impact of the pandemic 
lockdown on jobs and the 
economy. A truly scientific 
approach would weigh the 
epidemiologists’ policies as 
compared with rigorous schol-
arship about their negative, 
even dangerous, impacts on 
the economy. What is the cal-

culus, for example, on whether 
the psychological and learning 
damage from keeping children 
out of school is more destruc-
tive than their transmission 
of the virus? Sadly, asking this 
question will get you assigned 
as a Trump supporter who 
only cares about the stock 
market.

So far, Lightfoot has 
demonstrated a troubling 
grasp of how to balance health 
and economic needs. Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker, a billionaire with 
firsthand acquaintance with 
checking accounts drying up 
and pink slips arriving, has 
demonstrated that he hasn’t an 
inkling about the misery that 
he has caused.

So, in Lightfoot’s words, 
“God help us.”

(Dennis Byrne is a Florida 
writer and former Chicago 
journalist.)

BYRNE
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ety — have not been learned. 
Instead, a new consensus 
has emerged in the press, 
but perhaps especially at this 
paper: that truth isn’t a process 
of collective discovery, but an 
orthodoxy already known to 
an enlightened few whose job 
is to inform everyone else.”

What Weiss, Bennet and 
others experienced was prob-
ably inevitable. I experienced 
early rumblings of newsroom 
cancellation in the 1980s 
when, as a columnist at the 
Orlando Sentinel, I wrote 
about feminism’s shortcom-
ings. Judging from the reaction 
from some colleagues, you’d 
have thought I was extolling 
the gustatory rewards of pup-
py casseroles. Younger women 
created a quiz intended to hu-
miliate me. At the same time, 
other writers were slipping 

me notes with ideas for stories 
they were afraid to pursue 
themselves.

My offense, of course, was 
wrongthink, as Weiss labels it. 
I was a heretic, who, in a future 
Twitter world, probably would 
have been burned at the virtual 
stake. Though my skin today is 
thicker than a gator’s, thanks to 
that initiation rite and decades 
of hate mail, death threats 
and anonymous social media 
postings, I’m still grateful for 
Weiss’s courage and insight 
into the devolution of journal-
istic standards, as well as her 
rebuke of Sulzberger himself: 
“I do not understand how 
you have allowed this kind of 
behavior to go on inside your 
company in full view of the 
paper’s entire staff and the 
public.”

Sulzberger, too, is likely 

cowed by the wrongthink 
police. So is corporate Amer-
ica. So are our institutions of 
higher education. Most have 
decided it is not worth the 
risk of certain punishment to 
challenge the orthodoxy of the 
relentless left.

But it is. The alternative is 
four more years of Trump, 
who lives in an alternate reality 
all his own and who in one day 
can tell more lies than most 
crooks do in a year. But the 
president calls out the fake 
news with more justification 
than the Times had for exco-
riating Bennet — or causing a 
brave writer such as Weiss to 
take her premature leave.

(Kathleen Parker is a 
politically conservative-leaning 
columnist for The Washington 
Post. Email her at kparker@
washpost.com.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The University of Illinois 
Extension is offering a wide 
variety of webinars for the 
remainder of the month.

“Let’s talk Money: Fac-
ing Financial Fears” is 6:30 
p.m. July 23. Financial 
fears and personal biases 
can hold people back from 
making wise financial deci-
sions. The webinar explores 
how to overcome poor 
spending choices by using 
behavioral economics tech-
niques. This is a free pro-
gram, and registration is at 
https://forms.illinois.edu/
sec/9047566.

“Processing Tomatoes 
at Home” is 1 p.m. July 22. 
Home gardeners with an 
abundance of tomatoes can 
preserve the bounty for use 
over winter. Whether can-
ning, freezing or drying, it’s 
important to follow up-to-
date methods. The webinar 
covers canning salsa, and 
the variety of ways to water 
bath or pressure can toma-
toes, dehydrate or freeze for 
best results. This is a free 
program, and registration 
is at https://illinois.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tJM-
rde2prz4vGdd8UrkEG5x-
4Ur8B0YXk8hzZ.

“Role of Genetics on Nu-
trition and Cognitive Aging 
Webinar” is noon July 21. 
The genes we inherit influ-
ence almost every aspect 

Extension webinars 
touch on many topics

of our health and wellness, 
but what we eat can modify 
the effects of inheritance. This 
presentation focuses on how 
one of the primary risk factors 
for cognitive decline, ApoE, 
is related to cognitive func-
tion in older adults and how 
nutrition might be used as an 
intervention tool. This pro-
gram is free, and registration 
is at https://web.extension.il-
linois.edu/registration/?Reg-
istrationID=22310.

“Meet a STEAM Profes-
sional: Arts and Animals” 
is 3 p.m. July 22. Investigate 
careers with the arts and an-
imals with Jenn Gordon, ex-
ecutive director, Arts Partners 
of Central Illinois; and Adri-
enne Baurer, education and 
programming director, Wild-
life Prairie Park. Register on-
line by July 20 at https://web.
extension.illinois.edu/regis-
tration/default.cfm?Registra-
tionID=22376.

“Commercial Ag Webi-
nar: Mid-Season Insects” is 3 
p.m. July 22. Nick Seiter, Uni-
versity of Illinois College of 
Agricultural, Consumer and 
Environmental Sciences crop 
science professor, discusses 
scouting for and managing 
mid-season insect pests to 
help protect the yield poten-
tial of corn and/or soybean 
crops. This is a free program, 
and registration is athttps://
illinoisaces.co1.qualtrics.
com/jfe/form/SV_b3F3X-
iN3dq9OS6F.
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Local and regional transportation 
access in Paris, Marshall, Mattoon 

Champaign, and beyond!

CALL US TODAY AT 
844-718-1882

to schedule your ride

A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers
FREE pick-up & delivery for tune-ups

Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, Paris, IL
Located inside Hair Teazers

217-251-7439217-251-7439

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Serving the Paris area
 for all your HVAC needs, 
from new installation to 
repair on most makes 

and models.

WHITE SHEET METAL
 HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

217-465-3195

Your Hometown Boys for over 50 years!

Better skin, Better hair. Better water from Culligan
•Free Water Analysis
•Softeners, Filters &
•Drinking Water Systems
•Bottled Water Delivery
•Reverse Osmosis Systems

•Bacteria Reduction
•Salt Delivery Available
•Financing Available
•Commercial-Industrial
   Factory Trained 
•Installation & ServiceSales - Service - Rentals

1-800-252-2089
www.culligan.com

914 18th St.
Charleston, IL

Landscapes, Hardscapes, 
Trimming, & more!

Brandon Brinkley  217-251-4065
21914 N 1300th St. • Chrisman, IL
outdoorbrothers2014@gmail.com

Boarding
Cindy - 217-466-5488

Grooming
Andrea - 217-254-1663

Hoof & Paw 
Boarding

Pet Boarding and Grooming
Family Owned and Operated Since 2000

5251 N Terre Haute Rd • Paris, IL

Sales and Service of:
Snow & Ice Removal Equipment

PARIS MACHINE
Hometown Service Since 1944

parismachine@frontier.com

Machine Shop - Steel Sales, Welding & 
Repair, Hydraulic Hoses & Cylinder Repair

Phone: (217) 465-3360 • Fax: (217) 463-3089
13005 IL HWY 133 • Paris, IL 61944

Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00

GOPHER POOLSGOPHER POOLS

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Offering Pool Openings, Pool Closings, 
Service on Automatic Covers, Heaters, 

Liner Replacements, and Spas.

Above Ground, Inground Pools 
& Spas

• Professional Janitorial
Cleaning Products & 

Equipment
• Paper Products

D-ID-I  SUPPLYSUPPLY

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

1600 S Main St, Paris, IL

Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, 
Paris, IL 

(Located inside Hair Teazers)

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

217-251-7439217-251-7439

Center to door fobs.
Replaced the intercom 

system at Mayo.
Adding message boards 

throughout the schools.
Adding 50 computers 

and more than 50 Chrome-
books to the district’s inven-
tory.

Larson noted work is con-
tinuing at Allen Field, which 
has been transformed during 
the past few months in coop-
eration with the Paris Junior 
League Football organization.

Athletic director Mick 
Roberts reported:
A new track has been 

completed at the field and 
lined.
The lockers in the field-

house have been refurbished.
The new Mayo baseball 

field is a work in progress but 
will be available for play.
Work on the new tennis 

and pickle ball courts began 
Monday.
One basketball court at 

Allen Field has been complet-
ed and is already being used, 
and the second court has 
been poured and is awaiting 
placing the goals.
The fieldhouse was paint-

ed and lights were updated to 
LED.
The new scoreboard for 

Allen Field has arrived and 
maintenance crews painted 
the remaining bleachers on 
the home side of the field.

A pavilion will be added 
on the west side of the basket-
ball courts.

In addition to the work at 
the field, Roberts reported the 
Mayo gym floor was sanded 
and new graphics added. The 
gym, named in honor of the 
late Joe Whitacre who served 
as longtime Mayo principal 
and basketball coach, now 
includes the school’s Redbird 
insignia which is designed 
consistently with the Paris 
High School logo.

Thurman said there is still 
work to do but anticipates 
all buildings will be ready for 
students and teachers when 
school opens.

In other business, the 
board:
Declared two mainte-

nance trucks as excess equip-
ment and authorized a sale of 
the trucks.
Authorized the purchase 

of a new maintenance truck 
through the state at a cost of 
$27,209.
Awarded the contract for 

replacing the fencing at Allen 
Field to Double Bee Fence 
Company of Terre Haute at a 
cost of $39,450.
Awarded the health in-

surance contract to Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield through 
Dimond Bros. Insurance with 
an increase of 2.28%.
Hired Wanda Pittman as 

a cook.
Hired Mick Roberts as 

athletic director and as a long-
term substitute for PALS.

SCHOOLS
FROM PAGE 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON — The 
Brocton Village Board vot-
ed Thursday, July 16, for a 
change order to the new water 
main project that swaps out 
the planned flush hydrants for 
true fire hydrants.

Lee Beckman, of Milano & 
Grunloh Engineers, report-
ed the contractor for the job, 
B & T Drainage of Marshall, 
has agreed not to implement 
a change order fee, although 
the village is liable for the 
difference in cost of the more 
expensive fire hydrants. 

B & T was scheduled to 
start excavation work and lay-
ing new water mains Monday, 
July 13. The work was delayed 
after a raucous July 8 village 
board meeting revealed con-
cerns by the Brocton Fire Pro-
tection District Trustees and 
Brocton firefighters about the 

inadequacy of flush hydrants 
for fire fighting. All admitted 
a misunderstanding occurred 
back in November when final 
approval was given to the wa-
ter main project when it was 
thought the hydrants would 
be fire hydrants.

“We really never meant for 
this to be a burr under their 
saddle,” fire district president 
Kevin Key said Thursday eve-
ning following the vote by the 
village board.

He added both the fire 
district and the village board 
were trying to do something 
good for the village. 

A major talking point 
during the July 8 regular meet-
ing and the special meeting 
Wednesday, July 15, that re-
cessed to finalize the plan on 
Thursday is the high ISO rat-
ing for Brocton, which makes 
obtaining fire insurance in the 
village and fire district expen-

sive. ISO is an acronym for 
Insurance Services Office that 
rates fire departments.

Key said 40% of the ISO is 
determined by a community’s 
water system and going from 
4-inch mains to 6-inch mains 
with true fire hydrants will 
help lower the Brocton Fire 
Department’s ISO. Roughly 
half of the village is getting the 
improvement, and staff at Mi-
lano & Grunloh are working 
on grant applications seeking 
money to do the remainder of 
the village in a Phase 2 proj-
ect.

During a previous discus-
sion, village mayor Dennis 
Cary acknowledged the flush 
hydrants were a mistake and 
needed replaced with fire hy-
drants, but the concern was 
where to find the extra money.

Following the meeting 
Thursday, Cary credited 
Beckman with successfully 
negotiating an increased loan 
from the USDA Rural Devel-
opment to cover the approx-
imately $48,000 more need-
ed to switch over to the first 
round of fire hydrants. The 
water main project is financed 
by both a grant to Brocton 
and a loan so the village can 
meet the required matching 
cost.

Beckman said during the 
Thursday meeting the extra 
expense for the fire hydrants 
will require a minimum in-

Brocton OKs fire hydrants over flush hydrants
crease of $3 per month 
on every resident’s water 
bill for the next 40 years. 
Cary anticipates the village 
board will address the rate 
increase closer to the end 
of the project when a bet-
ter picture is available for 
the final expenses. 

Before approving the 
change to the scope of the 
work, the village board and 
the fire district trustees 
signed an intergovernmen-
tal agreement regarding 
fire hydrants. Per the agree-
ment, Brocton will have 
and maintain a total of 49 
fire hydrants throughout 
the village. About 16 of 
those hydrants are part of 
the Phase 1 water main 
project.

The fire department may 
hook onto the hydrants 
but there is also a respon-
sibility to contact a village 
representative to monitor 
gauges at the water plant 
to make sure levels in the 
water system do not fall 
below a point that will re-
quire a boil order. A special 
connection at the water 
treatment plant is the pre-
ferred method to obtain 
water for fighting fires.

A yearly $2,000 hydrant 
use fee will be paid by the 
fire district to the village, 
and the length of the con-
tract is three years.
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We’re returning $2 billion to our auto policyholders.

State Farm® announces the Good Neighbor Relief Program. Our auto customers will receive, on average, a 25% credit 
for their premium between March 20 and May 31. No policyholder action is needed. That’s $2 billion in customer savings. 
Because now more than ever — being a good neighbor means everything.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001270

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Special to The Prairie Press

Propane grills can cook meat, vegetables and even fruits. Following manufacturer’s instructions for care and cleaning is one 
way to get the most out of a grill while avoiding hazards.

A video circulating on social 
media discussing the Earth’s 
changing magnetic field has 
gotten a great deal of attention. 
It is presented in attention 
grabbing style and portrayed 
as breaking news, but the only 
new part is the discovery of 
large masses at the bottom of 
the mantle.

The Earth has a strong 
magnetic field with a magnetic 
north and a south pole near 
the geographic poles. Magnetic 
north is 300 miles east and 
south of true north today. 

The Earth’s field behaves 
like a bar magnet with invisible 
field lines circling from north 
to south around the planet 
and thousands of miles out 
into space. At the surface, this 
magnetic field causes a com-
pass needle to point north. The 
ancient Chinese discovered 
iron rich magnetic loadstone 
rocks 2000 years ago, and the 
compass has been used for 

navigation ever since. 
William Gilbert wrote 

De Magnete in 1600 and 
helped establish science as 
an experimental study. His 
experiments proved the Earth 
is a giant magnet. In the 1830s, 
the location of the magnetic 
north pole was found to be in 
far north Canada, but almost a 
thousand miles east and south 
of true north. Scientists have 
tracked its location for 200 
years as it moves an average of 
10 miles a year. Recently, it has 
increased to 40 miles a year. 
GPS correction uses magnetic 
north as a reference, and the 
system is recalibrated every five 
years.

How the magnetic field 
forms was explained in the ear-
ly 1900s. The Earth consists of 
four layers wrapped inside each 
other and sorted by density. To 
visualize, imagine pouring clear 
corn syrup into a test tube and 
then add vegetable oil on top 

creating two layers. The less 
dense oil floats on the syrup. 
Next, slowly add water. It will 

sink through 
the oil but 
stop above 
the syrup, 
making three 
layers. Color-
ing each with 
food coloring 
makes it more 
dramatic. The 
Earth is sim-
ilarly layered 
by density.

Soon after the planet 
formed it experienced a violent 
collision with a Mars-sized 
object ejecting the material to 
make the moon and leaving 
the Earth a molten mess. The 
elements sorted themselves 
by density leaving a surface 
covered with oxygen, silicon, 
aluminum and lighter ele-
ments. More dense iron, nickel 
and cobalt, which happen to be 

conductors, sank to the core. 
The crust is a thin, fragile 

skin only a few hundred miles 
thick which cracks and gets 
pushed around as plates move. 
Below the crust is a mantle 
extending down 2,000 miles. 
The mantle consists of hot rock 
with a clay-like moldability. 
While solid, it can be squeezed 
and reshaped. 

From 2,000 to 3,000 miles 
down is the Outer Core. At 
8,000 degrees the iron and 
nickel are liquid. Below this is 
the Inner Core extending to 
the center of the Earth at 4,000 
miles. Even at 10,000 degrees 
it remains solid due to the 
extreme pressure. The same as 
water won’t boil in a pressure 
cooker, the center core does 
not liquify.

The spinning metal core acts 
like a huge dynamo generator. 
The spinning electrons create a 
current which generates a mag-
netic field. The liquid metal 

Outer Core spins at a different 
rate and the combination 
creates a complex magnetic 
interference pattern.

Scientists determine the 
makeup of the Earth’s interior 
by studying how earthquake 
waves move through the layers. 
It’s analogous to how a sono-
gram creates an image from 
the reflection pattern of sound 
waves. By analyzing 20 years 
of earthquake data, geologists 
discovered two large masses, 
each the size of Australia, at the 
bottom of the mantle. These 
molten masses are found under 
Africa and beneath the Pacfic. 
Moving like bubbles in a lava 
lamp, they are responsible for 
violent volcanic activity, and 
they move the magnetic field. 

The magnetic field does not 
just float. It makes a complete 
reversal every 300,000 years 
where the top of the Earth 
stays at geographic north but 
magnetic north and south 

rapidly reverse. The magnet-
ic poles flip in decades, not 
millenia so the field complete-
ly reverses. The proof was 
looking at the underwater 
volcanoes along the mid-ocean 
ridge where the sea floor is 
spreading. As the floor spread 
and lava flowed up to solidify 
it froze the iron molecules 
aligned with the magnetic field 
of the day. Like tree rings they 
show alternating zones with 
the North and South reversed 
every quarter million years. 

In the 1950s, these magnetic 
direction indicators were used 
to prove continental drift. The 
continents of South America, 
Africa, Antarctica and Australia 
look like puzzle pieces that 
should fit together. When old 
igneous rocks are analyzed, 
the magnetic fields frozen in 
them match perfectly if the 
continents are put together. 
The once continuous land 

Earth’s magnetic field is overdue to switch its poles
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Grilling safely this summer
FAMILY FEATURES

When temperatures soar this sum-
mer, many American families may be 
seeking a break from the monotony of 
their everyday routines. To make the 
most of the extra time at home, firing up 
the grill can be a simple solution for rel-
atively quick food preparation that also 
allows for spending time with loved ones 
in the comfort of the backyard.

A gas grill provides families flexibility 
for preparing everything from a casual 
meal of burgers and hot dogs to an up-
scale surf and turf menu. 

One can prepare virtually every 
course on the grill, including protein, 
veggies, sides and even fruits like pineap-
ple or watermelon.

Whether one is grilling for the first 
time or the first time in a long while, 
above all, play it safe during your next 
cookout.

TRANSPORTING PROPANE CYLINDERS
Unless the grill connects directly into 

a home’s propane system, they likely  use 
a standard 20-pound propane cylinder 
to fuel the grill. When transporting a 
propane cylinder, place it in the vehicle 
securely and upright so it can’t fall, shift 
or roll. Avoid leaving a propane cylinder 
in a hot vehicle, always head straight to 
the destination and remove the cylinder 
upn arrival.

LIGHTING THE GAS GRILL
Propane gas grills are popular be-

cause they provide fast, efficient heat 
for grilling. To safely operate the gas 
grill, consider these tips from the Pro-
pane Education & Research Council.
nFollow the manufacturer’s instruc-

tions. Whether it’s assembly, use, main-
tenance, cleaning or storage, make the 
grill manufacturer’s instructions the go-
to resource for safe grilling.
nPosition the grill in a safe loca-

tion. Keep the grill outdoors and away 
from the house based on the recom-
mendations of the equipment manu-
facturer. Choose a level surface that is  
clear of outdoor furniture, over-
head trees or other potential  
fire hazards.
nVerify the grill is off. All knobs and 

switches should be turned to the off 
position before attempting to attach or 
replace a propane cylinder. 
nEnsure a tight connection. When 

attaching the propane hose to the fitting 
on the grill, be cautious of cross-thread-
ing. Keep twisting by hand until the 
hose and fitting are as tightly sealed  
as possible to minimize the chance of 
leaks.
nCheck for leaks. Use a leak detec-

tor solution or soapy water solution 
to check connections for leaks. Slowly 
open the cylinder valve and watch for 
bubbles, which indicate a leak. If bub-
bles appear, close the valve, tighten the 
connection and check again. Follow 
this procedure every time a cylinder is  
replaced.
nFollow proper lighting procedures. 

Follow the manufacturer’s lighting in-
structions to generate a flame. Regard-
less of the grill model, keep the lid open 
and avoid leaning over the grill when 
lighting it.
nFollow proper relighting proce-

dures. If the flame goes out, turn off the 
gas and refer to the owner’s manual. At 
a minimum, keep the lid open and wait 
at least 15 minutes before relighting.

nBe present. Stay close and never 
leave the grill unattended.

STORING PROPANE CYLINDERS
The propane cylinder can remain 

attached to the grill when not in use, 
but if one has extra cylinders that are 
not in use, it’s important to store them 
safely and properly. Never store a small 
cylinder inside. It should always be 
kept outside, never in an enclosed area 
like a base ment, gar age, shed or tent. 
Choose a location away from potential 
heat sources over 120 F, such as a stove 
or fireplace. Never store extra cylinders 
near the grill. Keep ignition sources 
away from the area while handling or 
transporting a propane cylinder.

Find more tips for grilling safely this 
summer at propane.com.
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After finishing burgers, kebabs or other 
grill recipes, it is important to make 
sure the propane grill is turned off.

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

Land of the opposite 
could be another nickname 
for Australia, already named 

the Land 
Down 
Under 
because it 
is found 
in the 
Southern 
Hemi-
sphere.  
It is also 
located in 
the Eastern 
Hemi-

sphere.
It takes some getting used 

to when traveling there. 
Americans living on the 
Pacific shore reside in the 
western part of the country. 
Australia’s Pacific Coast 
is on the east side of the 
continent. We Illinoisans 
like to travel south in winter 
to soak in Florida’s sunshine. 
Aussies travel north. Go 
down around Ecuador from 
here to South America and 
locate the equator. Aussies 
look north for the equator, 
around Indonesia.

Even the sky is different. 
We have our favorite con-
stellations to view at night, 
the Big Dipper being most 
recognizable. Australians 
are most familiar with the 
Southern Cross. They actu-
ally have it on their flag.

Those flying to Australia 
in December are in for hot 
weather. It’s their summer-
time. Their autumn is our 
spring and vice versa.

Television meteorologists 
often point out low-pres-
sure areas on the map. 
Our lows in the Northern 
Hemisphere rotate counter-
clockwise, but clockwise in 
Aussieland. Conversely, our 
high- pressure areas rotate 
clockwise, Australia’s just 
the opposite. If a tornado 
(called a willy willy) spins in 
Australia, it rotates opposite 
ours in the U.S.

Discussing these wind 
rotations creates scientific 
research. A geography pro-
fessor from Eastern Illinois 
University mailed some lima 
bean seeds to me in Austra-
lia so I could plant them. He 
theorized the vines would 
grow around poles in an 
opposite direction than in 

Doings 
things 
differently 
in Australia

See CODGER, Page 2B
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“The witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young 
man named Saul.” – Acts 
7:58

 
Stephen was a leader of 

the first Christian Church, 
in Jerusalem. His story is 
told in 
the book 
of Acts, 
chapters 6 
and 7.  

Some 
of his 
beliefs and 
testimony 
were deter-
mined as 
offensive 
by some 
of the people of Jerusalem, 
and they set up false wit-
nesses to say he committed 
blasphemy against God, 
which was punishable by 
death by stoning. They 
carried out this sentence 
and killed him.  

A young man named Saul 
stood by silently. He did 
not throw any stones. He 
watched the coats of those 
who did.

Some reflections on this 
story discuss the character 
of Stephen. Others analyze 
the motivations of the mob. 
One I recently read looked 
instead at the figure of Saul, 
noting that by standing 
by and doing nothing, he 
silently endorsed what 
was going on. It asked the 
readers to consider whether 
there are times when we 
don’t throw the stones but 
still contribute to a hurtful 
situation by standing aside 
and saying nothing. 

That reflection was writ-
ten, at the latest, in March 
of this year. That was before 
most Americans, including 
the author, had heard of 
African-Americans George 
Floyd, killed in Minneapo-
lis; Ahmaud Aubry, killed 
in Glynn County Georgia; 
Rayshard Brooks, killed in 
Atlanta; and Brianna Taylor, 
killed in Louisville – all by 
white people. The reflec-
tion’s writer did not have 
that trend of dispropor-
tionate use of deadly force 
against African-Americans 
on his mind.

I, however, have to 
wonder: Is this one of those 
times when, if most of us 
stand by silently, we are 
holding the coats, contrib-
uting, by saying nothing, to 

Inaction is 
not nothing

RODGER 
ALLEN
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 2B
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You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Find us on Facebook!

The Beatles to the Bee Gees
to the Backstreet Boys

Elton John to Aerosmith to U2

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Joey O – Mornings 6–9
Brady Hall – Afternoons 2–5

LISTEN ON YOUR ALEXA SMART SPEAKER 
OR wmmcradio.com

Masonic Temple BoardMasonic Temple Board
301 S. Central  • Paris, IL

Drive-Thru ONLYDrive-Thru ONLY

Serving 4-7:00 p.m.

  Not responsible for accidents  Not responsible for accidents

Sponsored by 

Saturday, July 18, 2020

Donation:   Adults $9.00
Children 12 & under $5.00

RESCHEDULED TORESCHEDULED TO
JONAH FISH FRYJONAH FISH FRY

Previous 
ticket 

purchases
will be 

honored

auction details
CONGRATULATIONS 4-H'ERS!

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable

accommodation to participate, please email uie-cce@illinois.edu.

Edgar County 4-H'ers invite
you to participate in this

year's online Food &
Livestock Auction! 

go.illinois.edu/4Hauction
AUGUST 3  -  4

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
We have resumed 

in-house service with 
safety precautions in place.

Wed 07/22
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 07/23
Diner Burger,
macaroni and 

cheese &
choice of salad

Fri 07/24
Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato,green 
beans & roll

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card ful� lled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and 
handling fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month 
($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT 
Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended 
Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an 
ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of 
any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available 
in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT Pulse + Video installation 
is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse + Video: $59.99 per month, ($2,159.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). Doorbell camera may not be available in all 
areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. 
Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, 
Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are 
an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. Prices 
subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and 
may not re� ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, 
DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, 
LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958,MT-PSP-ELS-
LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department 
of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451,OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, 
RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C),WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: 
PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q220

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-271-5617
Ask about same-day 

installation!
Reply By

July 18, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination
 fee applies. Installation starts
 at $99 with 36 monitoring
 agreement. See all o� er  
 details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
OUTDOOR CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all o� er details below.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Edgar County native Alva 
Good is celebrating his 99th 
birthday July 23.

Born in Paris in 1921, Good 
came of age during the Great 
Depression and World War 
II. After getting drafted into 
the Army, he volunteered for 
paratrooper duty.

His first combat experi-
ence was during the Battle 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Ken and Jan Murphy of 
Southaven, Miss., celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversa-
ry earlier this week. 

He was raised on West End 
Avenue in Paris with his sister 
Martha and parents John K. 
and Maxine Murphy. He is a 
1966 graduate of Paris High 
School.  

She grew up in Pensacola, 
Fla., the daughter of C.B. and 
Caroline Reid, in a family that 
included brothers Joe, Bernard 
and Robert and sister, Patricia. 

They met while he was 
serving in the U.S. Navy and 
assigned to the aircraft carri-
er USS America stationed at 
Jacksonville, Fla., where she 
was attending nursing school. 
Mutual friends set them up on 
a blind date to go roller skating. 

Ken Murphy said his first 
though on seeing his date was, 
“I’m going to marry that girl.” 
They knew it was the real thing 
when he skipped a Janis Joplin 
concert to see her.

They were married at a 
Methodist church in Jackson-
ville, not far from where she 
attended nursing school. It 
was a small ceremony attended 
by friends Patty and Johnny, 
and the bride’s older brother 
Bernard Reid and his wife, Ca-
mille. The newlyweds shared a 
bottle of Ripple on their wed-
ding night, and honeymooned 
in St. Augustine, Fla. where 
they visited the Ripley’s Be-
lieve It or Not Museum. 

A few years later, they 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, 
engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Murphys celebrate 50th anniversary

Alva Good celebrates 99th birthday

moved to Danville with their 
firstborn child, Thomas. Ken 
Murphy worked in the Gen-
eral Motors foundry at Tilton, 
and Jan Murphy was a nurse at 
Danville hospitals, including 
the VA and Lakeview. 

Eventually, they moved to 
Oakwood and had two more 
children, Dawn and Matthew. 
When the GM foundry closed 
the Murphys moved to Loui-
siana, Indiana, Louisiana again 
and finally Southaven, Miss., 
outside of Memphis, Tenn. 
Ken and Jan Murphy are re-
tired and still living in Missis-
sippi because it is too cold to 
live in the north.

When they are not restrict-
ed by a global pandemic they 
like to travel and road trips 
are a favorite. They’ve been to 
Connecticut multiple times to 
visit their oldest son Michael, 
his wife Gayle , and their sev-
en-year-old son, Jude. Other 
frequent trips are to Louisiana 
where son Matthew lives with 
his wife Ellen, and nine-year-

old daughter, Lily. Most 
often they see daughter, 
Dawn, who lives 20 minutes 
away in Memphis. 

They have also been to 
California, Las Vegas, the 
Grand Canyon, all over the 
state of Florida and many 
places in between. The cou-
ple has spent time at base-
ball parks, golf courses and 
some casinos. 

Along their 50 years as a 
married couple there have 
been several American 
made cars (almost all Chev-
rolets), a couple of boats 
and a long list of fiercely 
loyal, but terribly behaved 
dogs (Chief, Spot, Sandy, 
Bubba, Cowboy, Pepper, 
Bandit, Millie, Coco, Basil, 
Dixie, Popsicle and Stella). 

Like any couple they 
have had ups-and-downs. 
Thankfully the good times 
outnumbered the bad ones 
and Ken and Jan Murphy 
are looking forward to 
many happy years ahead. 

of the Bulge when the 17th 
Airborne was trucked in as 
reinforcements for American 
ground troops repelling the 
German attack.

Good’s next mission 
came March 24, 1945, 
when the 17th jumped into 
Nazi Germany near the 
Rhine River. 

He returned to Ed-
gar County after the war, 
raised a family and worked 
as a farm laborer until his 
retirement.

Good has two children, 
two granddaughters, three 
great-grandsons and one 
great-great-granddaughter.

Cards and greetings may 
be sent to him at Brook-
stone Estates, 146 Brook-
stone Lane, #14, Paris, Il. 
61944.

America. I would’ve been 
glad to plant his beans, but 
Australian customs agents 
searched the mail package 
and confiscated them. Just for 
the record, I’m told the vines 
don’t always wrap in the same 
direction.

There’s another theory that 
when you pull a bathroom 
drain plug, the water will 
rotate in the opposite direction 
in Australia. I’ve researched 
that one. It’s true only some of 
the time. Which way the water 
whirls is influenced by the 
shape of the bathtub, or stir-
ring by a person’s movement 
of hands or feet. That’s true in 
both hemispheres.

One truism pertains to 
horse races. U. S. horses race 
counterclockwise around the 
track. Aussies are avid bettors 
and racing fans. They watch 
their horses run in the oppo-
site direction.

I can go on and on. As in the 
U.K., Aussie motor vehicles 
drive on the left side of the 
streets, roads and highways. 
They shift gears with their left 
hands.

Aussies sleep on top of their 
electric blankets, but under-
neath is our preference.

Fire trucks in the U.S. nearly 
always mount their pumps 
midship between the cab and 
rear wheels, although some 
have front-mounted pumps. 
There are advantages to each. 
In Australia, the pumps are 
rear-mounted. Looks strange, 
but there are advantages to 
that style, also.

Aussies even eat opposite 
our style. Most of us Yanks 
hold a fork in our right hand 
and use our fork either to stab 
food or scoop like a shovel. 
Not in Australia. They hold 
the fork in their left hand. 
Furthermore, they hold the 
fork upside down. At the same 
time, they hold their knife in 
their right hand. They stab a 
piece of meat, then use their 
knife to rake some mashed 
potatoes next to the meat, and 
rake veggies like peas onto the 
potatoes.  

They’re skilled at it, just as 
efficient as we are with our 
shovel method.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)
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mass broke apart 180 million 
years ago and has floated on 
the mantle to the current 
positions.

The magnetic field has not 
flipped for 780,000 years so 
we are overdue for a reversal. 
The increasing speed of pole 
float and decreasing strength 
may be the start of the big 
jump, but it might still be a 
thousand years out. 

In one of his last interviews, 
Carl Sagan said, “We live on 
a hunk of rock and metal that 

SULLIVAN
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circles a humdrum star,” 
We are still just beginning 
to understand this world 
which is made difficult by 
having to analyze from 
inside. Satellites help by 
giving us a view from 
outside.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He 
is the retired technology and 
curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at armchair@sullivant-
ech.net)

a hurtful situation? Is there 
something we should be doing 
to help change the pattern of 
disproportionate use of deadly 
force?

Many churches, including 
mine, and many other organi-
zations have resources available 
listing things we can all do to 
help counteract racism. While 
God stands ready to forgive 
those who later repent of not 
acting, wouldn’t it be better to 
not have been among those 
who just stood by?

(Rodger Allen is the pastor at 
the Paris Presbyterian Church.  
Email him at rodger@parispres-
byterian.org. Pastor’s Perspective 
is provided by the Paris Ministeri-
al Fellowship.)
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116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
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DRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERYDRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERY
The staff at Pearman will be on hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.  For those who may need 
fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., please call the store for a screening.

Call 465-4114 for orders or questions at Paris Clinic. Curbside pickup 
will be on the west side of the hospital. The doors will be locked but 
the pharmacy has received permission to bring orders to customers.

Happy National Ice Cream Day
July 19 is the time for a great, but obcure, American celebration of delightful desserts
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Linus, of the old Peanuts 
cartoon strip, annually tried 
to get the other characters to 
share in his devotion to the 
Great Pumpkin.

Tomorrow, July 19, gives 
us all a chance to dust off our 
inner Linus and share in an 
American custom that has 
not suffered politization, yet, 
except by a fascist dictator — 
more on that later. It’s the Great 
National Ice Cream Day.

While ice cream was not in-
vented in the United States, it 
is something we have strived 
mightily to make our own. 
That slice of all-American ap-
ple pie better have some cream 
on top to get the sparklers go-
ing and the flag waving.

Polling, by people who do 
such things, reveals Americans 
consistently rank ice cream as 
the favorite dessert to end a 
meal. Many respondents admit 
to eating ice cream weekly and 

a few do it on a daily basis.
According to the Interna-

tional Dairy Foods Associa-
tion, the average American 
consumes 23 pounds of ice 
cream each year, although oth-
er sources place the total at a 
smaller amount. Frozen Des-
sert Supplies.com claims the 
per capita consumption of ice 
cream in the U.S. is 5.5 gallons. 
Only New Zealand beats that 
number with a per capita con-
sumption of 7.5 gallons.

Those numbers do a lot to 
explain America’s expanding 
waistline, especially since the 
International Dairy Foods As-
sociation says ice cream makers 
are experiencing an increasing 
demand for premium product 
while the demand for low-fat, 
or non-fat, ice cream hovers at 
4% of the market.

The exact origins of ice 
cream are lost in antiquity. 
Bible scholars translate some 
passages in the Old Testament 
to indicate Solomon cooled 

his drinks with ice 3,000 ago. 
It wasn’t ice cream, but it does 
indicate humans appreciate a 
cooling treat.

Roughly 700 years later, Al-
exander the Great was fond of 
a mixture of snow, honey and 
nectar, although some sources 
cite frozen goat milk instead of 
snow. 

Perhaps the first document-
ed dish of something resem-
bling ice cream comes from 
China in 200 B.C., when a milk 
and rice mix was packed in 
snow until it froze. The ancient 
Chinese records also note a 
frozen dish made from buffalo 
milk and camphor.

Things started heating up, so 
to speak, for cold treats during 
Medieval times. The Arab 
world relaxed with chilled fruit 
beverages called sharabt. Eu-
ropean nobles participating in 
the Crusades also liked sharabt 
and brought it back to the Eu-
ropean courts.

By the 17th century, the 

French and Italians were en-
gaged in their own version of a 
cold war. Sharabt had evolved 
from an ice-cooled, fruit-fla-
vored beverage into an actual 
frozen dessert. The French 
added sugar and churned the 
mix to create sorbet. Italians 
added milk and created gelato.

Not to be outdone, the 
French experimented with 
adding fruit to the mix and opt-
ed for cream over milk and by 
the 18th century incorporated 
egg yolks to create a true ice 
cream. Ice cream is actually a 
cooked egg custard with air 
stirred in during the freezing 
process.

Cookbooks during the 
1700s had recipes for frozen 
desserts so ice cream is some-
thing the Founding Fathers 
knew and enjoyed. An inven-
tory list of items at Washing-
ton’s Mount Vernon home 
contained ice cream making 
equipment.

Dolly Madison, wife of the 

fourth President James Mad-
ison, was a big ice cream fan 
and included the treat during 
White House dinners. Appar-
ently her favorite ice cream was 
oyster, which included small 
oysters in the mix. Other fla-
vors found in the period cook-
books included asparagus and 
parmesan.

Ice cream at this time, even 
in America, was only for the 
rich. The expense of ice, other 
ingredients and the time con-
suming and laborious method 
of hand-stirring the mix in a 
bowl set within ice kept it out 
of reach of the less well-to-do.

It was American ingenuity, 
however, that snatched this 
treat from the rich and made it 
available to everybody. Nancy 
N. Johnson applied for a patent 
in 1842 for a hand-cranked ice 
cream freezer using a center 
paddle. It is the basic design 
still in use for home ice cream 
makers. Johnson’s machine was 

See ICE CREAM, Page 4B

MAP OF MAYO’S LAND SHOWS FUTURE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Special to The Prairie Press

This map shows some of the property owned by Jonathan Mayo, including the site of the original Paris High School where 
Mayo Middle School is now located.   

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Pandemics have rav-
aged human civilizations 
through history. But glob-
al health crises have also 
sparked progress in cul-
ture and society, changing 
lives for the better. Water 
and sanitation systems im-
proved and revelations led 
to innovations in limiting 
disease spread, as well as in 
treatments and vaccines. 

“Public policy and so-
ciety as a whole have been 
dramatically shaped by 
epidemics,” said Katherine 
Foss, author of “Construct-
ing the Outbreak: Epidem-
ics in Media & Collective 
Memory.” 

Below are five positive 
changes that followed ep-
idemics, pandemics and 
large-scale public health 
crises of the past. 

THE BLACK DEATH
For those who survived, 

the Black Death that dev-
astated Europe in the 14th 
century resulted in fun-
damental change for large 
swaths of society — name-
ly, the working poor. The 
plague created a shortage 
of labor that empowered 
workers. 

“Agricultural workers 
were able to demand better 
payment and conditions 
from their manorial lords,” 
said David Routt, professor 
of history at the University 
of Richmond. “In urban 
areas, where the plague 
delivered its harshest blow, 
the authorities became 
more aware of the impor-
tance of public sanitation in 
the curbing of epidemics,” 
Routt said. “And quaran-
tining of infected citizens 
was implemented in some 
cities — practices that were 
precursors to modern con-
ceptions of public health.”

THE 1918 PANDEMIC 
The 1918 flu pandemic, 

also (inaccurately) called 
the Spanish flu, wiped out 
some 20 to 50 million peo-
ple worldwide. But it also 
led to a serious rethinking 
of public health policies in 
the United States and else-
where. 

“Physicians started fo-
cusing on the occupational 
and social conditions that 
promoted illness, not only 
to cure the illness but to 
suggest ways to prevent it,” 
said Nancy Mimm, spe-
cialist in population health 
at Harrisburg University. 
“Also, public health started 
to look more like it does 
today, based on the prac-
tice of epidemiology — the 
study of patterns, causes 
and effects in disease.” 

CHANGES IN PROTECTION
Records suggest the 

concept of social distanc-
ing has a very long history. 
The classic medieval doc-
tor’s plague mask featuring 
a big beak-like front, was 
designed in part to insert 
physical distance between 
the doctor and the patient. 
According to the mias-
ma theory, disease spread 
through the air through a 
foul smell. The beak-shaped 
mask filled with herbs was 
designed to allow diseased 
air to be diffused before 
reaching the doctor.

5 advances 
that 
followed 
pandemics

See ADVANCES, Page 4B

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com 

Jonathan Mayo was born March 25, 
1793, in Patrick County, Virginia. He 
moved to Kentucky where he married 
Mary Morgan, and they were lifelong 
mates as she died in 1884 and he died in 
1885. He is buried in Edgar Cemetery.

The couple moved to Edgar County 
in 1817, shortly after they were married 
and raised seven children. It is specu-
lated they moved to Illinois because 
slavery was legal in Kentucky, but that 
is not certain.  

Mayo and his wife were among the 
first pioneers in Edgar County settling 
in the North Arm area. They arrived 
a few months after Remember Black-
man, John Stratton, Anthony Sanders, 
William Whitley and Aloysius Brown, 
other prominent settlers in the county’s 
history. 

Several meaningful events took place 
in the Mayo home. In the spring of 
1818, Mayo met with a group to select a 
delegate to the Constitutional Conven-
tion as part of the effort to gain state-
hood for Illinois. The group met again 
to vote on governor, members of con-
gress and representatives after Illinois 
became a state. 

The Mayo home welcomed seven 
influential people in 1819 to start the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, although 
a building was not constructed until the 
1830s. Mayo and his wife, Mary, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Stratton, the Rev. Joseph 
Curtis and his wife and Sally Whitley 
were the founders of local Methodism. 
In 1823, a camp meeting was held near-

by with the Rev. Hackabiah Vreden-
burg leading the proceeding where 18 
people were converted.

1823 was also the year Edgar County 
was formed and Judge Wilson appoint-
ed Mayo as Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
an office he held for 21 years. His job 
was to put Edgar County into proper 
shape and see to it that county com-
missioners were elected.  Not long after 

that Governor Edward Coles appoint-
ed Mayo as a Notary Public and county 
recorder to make sure the county offi-
cials were holding office.

One of the authors of the 1879 Ed-
gar County History relied on Mayo’s 
memory to construct some of the hap-
penings in the lives of the people of that 
era. Mayo was in his 80s at the time, 

Colonel Jonathan Mayo was pioneer, leader

Special to The Prairie Press

The original Paris High School was built on ground Edgar County pioneer Jonathan 
Mayo donated for a Methodist Seminary. The Paris school district acquired the 
seminary site in 1872 and demolished the poorly maintained building in 1881 to 
make way for the building pictured here. This building served until 1928, and the 
present Mayo Middle School occupies the property.

See MAYO, Page 4B

About 2 a.m. I had a 
tremendous itching on my 
right shoulder blade. It real-
ly longed 
to be 
scratched, 
but there is 
no way to 
stretch my 
arms out 
and wrap 
around my 
body to 
get my fin-
gernails to 
that spot.

Rosie applied some itch 
cream before we retired. 
It did all right for almost 
four hours before I realized 
I wasn’t dreaming that 
something was wrong with 
my back. It definitely itched 
like crazy. 

I tried turning on my 
right side, then on my left 
side and then on my back, 
but it just wouldn’t go away. 
I even tried wadding up my 
pillow so it was right below 
that itch monger. I didn’t 
want to wake up Rosie, 
because it sounded like she 
was sleeping very well. 

I finally got up and went 
to the bathroom for two 
reasons. One of them was 
to rub my back on the door 
frame to scratch the itchy 
spot. As I went out the 
bedroom door I rubbed 
that forsaken spot, and it 
really felt good. As I came 
back from the bathroom I 
rubbed on that door frame. 
To top it off, I rubbed on 
the bedroom door frame 
again, and I noticed my 
right foot and leg were 
trying to get in on the 
scratching. I think that was 
a natural reaction though 
and didn’t worry about it 
because isn’t that what a 
dog does when you scratch 
him in just the right spot. 

I was finally able to get 
to sleep, and I didn’t even 
wake Rosie up. Another 
thought came into my head 
while I was half-awake as I 
recalled the old sows I used 
to raise always scratched 
their backs as they came out 
the farrowing house doors. 
In fact, I saw the farrowing 
house raise up a little bit 
when they did that. I won-
der if that was what gave 

Scratching 
an early itch

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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2007 Ford 
Edge
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1-Owner
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ADVANCES
FROM PAGE 3B

nearly blind and quite fee-
ble, but the author found his 
memory sharp. One of Mayo’s 
stories recorded how pioneer 
women walked to church: 
“Once, as I was going to meet-
ing, I saw women near the 
church setting on a log putting 
on their shoes and stockings, 
having walked barefooted to 
the place to save their shoes.”

He also observed the differ-

ence a smithy made to the early 
community after a blacksmith 
opened shop in the North Arm 
settlement. Mayo claimed the 
same work done back at Ft. 
Harrison cost twice as much as 
what the local smith charged.

His memories included the 
struggles of coping with the 
early environment. He told 
about the awful scourge of 
green-headed flies with bites 
worse than the stings of yellow 
jackets. Many of the pioneers 
plowed and traveled at night 

MAYO
FROM PAGE 3B

The concept of social dis-
tancing has also influenced 
residential building designs. 
After the 1918 pandemic, 
public health officials recog-
nized that closely packed ur-
ban housing was contributing 
to the spread of disease. Sub-
sequent legislation addressed 
the issue. 

“In the 1930s, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s New Deal re-
quired all apartments to have 
fire escapes, main hallways 
that were three feet wide, 
and separate bathrooms,” 
Ronayne said.

WORKS OF ART
British author Daniel Defoe 

and the Italian writer Alessan-
dro Manzoni wrote historical 
novels based on the 17-cen-
tury plague pandemic that 
swept through Europe. The 
1918 influenza crisis sparked 
some of the most important 
literary works of the early 20 
century, including T.S. Eliot’s 
“Wasteland,” William Butler 
Yeats’ “The Second Coming” 
and Virginia Woolf ’s “Mrs. 
Dalloway.” And the AIDS 
pandemic of the 1980s pro-
duced artists such as David 
Wojnarowicz, Therese Frare 
and Keith Haring. 

COLONIAL PUBLIC HEALTH
In 1793, a yellow fever ep-

idemic swept through the 
streets of Philadelphia, then 
the largest city in America and 
the nation’s temporary capi-
tal. The Philadelphia epidem-
ic convinced the Founding 
Fathers the social, economic 
and political health of the na-
tion was inextricably tied up 
with public health, according 
to University of Denver pro-
fessor Jeanne Abrams, author 
of the book “Revolutionary 
Medicine: The Founding Fa-
thers and Mothers in Sickness 
and in Health.”

As part of the first steps in 
addressing public health in 
1798, President John Adams 
stated the need for stricter 
quarantines enforced nation-
wide in the event of epidem-
ics. Adams also signed the Act 
for the Relief of Sick and Dis-
abled Seamen, which mainly 
set up hospitals at ports across 
the country to care for sick 
seamen. But the institution's 
function expanded to eventu-
ally become what is now the 
Public Health Service.

me the idea to scratch my back 
in a similar way those sows did. 

I am not sure I moved the 
house any when I did that, 
but I almost let out a sigh of 
contentment similar to sounds 
a sow made while rubbing to 
her heart’s delight. I am also 
sure I shared some of the bliss 
those extremely smart animals 
did when they half-closed their 
eyes just because something 
felt better. 

I suspect they would have 
scratched longer, but they were 
also hungry and smelled the 
feed I put in their feed pans. 
Maybe I could have expedited 
my effort and cut the scratch-
ing short by going downstairs 
and robbing the cookie jar.

It’s kind of funny the way 
we relate to animals that are 
around us. I remember when 
we had sheep and their wool 
was getting long, they walked 
along the fence and left little 
pieces of wool on the wires as 
they scratched. Boy, I bet that 

felt good, but I will never know 
because my fleece doesn’t 
get that long. After shearing, 
they seemed to jump for joy 
because they felt cooler and 
clean again.

Farmers arranged contrap-
tions for cattle to scratch their 
backs, and there were pig oilers 
found in hog feedlots. Horses 
will flop over and rub their 
backs in the dust.

Chicken lots had little wal-
lowed out dust baths the birds 
used for the contentment of 
their feathers and skin. I won-
der when I see our geese taking 
a bath near the goose pool by 
flipping water on their backs 
and then preening themselves 
what that really means. Maybe 
they just get a hankering to 
shine their-selves up a little bit.

I guess all animals have 
some innate ability to scratch 
where it itches, and last night I 
just wanted to get in on the act.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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Prairie Press File Photo

Ice cream is a treat the year round, but particularly on these 
steamy summer days East CentraI Illinois has been experiencing 
for the past two weeks. We Lik It ice cream stand west of Paris 
has expanded to offer their products at the concession stand in 
Twin Lakes Park.

an improvement over hand 
stirring in a bowl, but it still 
required about 45 minutes 
of cranking to make a small 
amount of ice cream.

Others quickly improved on 
Johnson’s design and Jacob Fus-
sell is credited as being the first 
commercial ice cream maker in 

the United States. Fussell was a 
milk supplier in Baltimore and 
saw ice cream as a way to use 
surplus milk before it went bad.

He set up on a factory scale 
and shipped ice cream packed 
in ice from York County, Penn-
sylvania, to Baltimore.

Refrigeration technology 
improved during the 19th cen-
tury, and the big breakthrough 
was the ability to manufacture 

from June through August to 
avoid the bites to themselves 
and their horses. He said one 
of the pioneers decided to play 
a trick on those flies by leaving 
an old hair trunk made of leath-
er in a clearing to see what the 
flies did. According to Mayo, 
the flies gathered around the 
trunk and repeatedly tried to 
bite it. The flies finally gave up 
when they did not draw blood.

The early settlers estimated 
about 300 Native Americans 
lived in the area in 1822, but 
they relocated after the 1832 
Black Hawk War. 

In 1822, Mayo and John 
Stratton brought 130 head of 
sheep to the county and sold 
them for $2 a head to near-
by farmers. Sheep’s wool was 
wanted for spinning into cloth 
as readymade clothes were 
scarce. Mutton was also a food 
source. Charles Ives and Mayo 
were also involved with build-
ing the first state road in Edgar 
County.

Mayo moved to Paris in 

1827 to be closer to his clerk-
ing and administrative offices. 
He owned considerable farm 
ground along the Clinton Road 
and soon accumulated sever-
al blocks in Paris. He owned 
the block where Mayo School 
now stands, and he owned a 
couple of blocks down to the 
Five Points area, along with 
land just east of the old football 
field. 

In 1843, Mayo was selected 
as Edgar County’s school com-
missioner. He donated a block 
of land between Court Street 
and Wood Street that was two 
blocks east of the square in 
1848 for the construction of 
a Methodist Seminary. It was 
planned as a two-story build-
ing, but the temperance soci-
ety added a third story for that 
organization’s meetings. 

In 1869, the City of Paris was 
established, and Paris Union 
School District was formed. 
Shortly after, in 1872, the sem-
inary on the Mayo ground was 
sold to the Paris school district. 

The old academy building 
was demolished in 1881 be-
cause it was not in good shape 
and a new building named 
Mayo School was erected. It 
lasted until 1928 when the 
present building was con-
structed. A later addition pro-
vided more classrooms and a 
gymnasium. The connecting 
hallway between the buildings 
features a picture of Colonel 
Jonathan Mayo.

Mayo was called Colonel 
as an appellation for a distin-
guished gentleman from Ken-
tucky or Virginia. It is not a 
military rank, although Mayo 
was commissioned as a captain 
when he led troops in the Black 
Hawk War. 

The honorary title seems 
fitting as Mayo distinguished 
himself wisely as a farmer, 
a leader in the Methodist 
Church and regarded educa-
tion highly. He was an extraor-
dinary founder of our commu-
nity and lived long enough to 
see a school named after him.             

ice all year round. This end-
ed the labor intensive and 
expensive practice of har-
vesting ice on frozen ponds 
and trying to store it in ice 
houses, thus reducing the 
cost of making ice cream.

The American love af-
fair with ice cream just kept 
growing and was so well-
known that Italian fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini 
banned ice cream as too 
American. After all, the Ital-
ians did create gelato which 
uses more milk and less 
cream than the American 
version. Gelato is good, but 
it is not ice cream.

So tomorrow, let’s all take 
a break from arguing on so-
cial media about face masks, 
COVID-19, Trump, sports 
and everything else and par-
take of something we can all 
enjoy — some ice cream. It 
can be any flavor, served in a 
bowl or cone, hand-packed 
or soft serve, sundae, milk 
shake maybe in a root beer 
float. It is time to chill peo-
ple.  
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Cooped up too long, yearn-
ing for a day at the beach or a 
night on the town — and en-
ticed by the easing of restric-
tions just as the warm weather 
arrived — many people have 
bolted from the confines of 
home. And who can blame 
them?

But Houston — and San 
Antonio and Phoenix and Mi-
ami and Los Angeles — there 
is a problem. Florida reported 
13,500 new cases Sunday, July 
12. To be clear, that is 13,500 
new cases in a single day — 
not an accumulation of cases 
over time.

COVID-19 is spiking in Tex-
as, Arizona, Florida, California 
and other states, forcing offi-
cials once again to shut down 
bars, gyms and the indoor-din-
ing sections of restaurants.

But that does not mean we 
can’t spend time with the im-

portant people in our lives. 
Our mental health is too im-
portant to avoid them.

One can expand a person-
al social bubble beyond the 
household by heeding now-fa-
miliar health guidelines and 
taking extra precautions like 
limiting the number of people 
being seen at one time, meet 
outdoors and if that is not 
possible, wear a face mask for 
indoors and stay at least six 
feet from one another, even 
outdoors. Disinfect chairs and 
tables. Wash hands before and 
after the visit. If food and drink 
are on the agenda, it’s best for 
all involved to bring their own, 
since sharing can raise the risk 
of infection.

Arthur Reingold, a professor 
of epidemiology at the Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley’s 
School of Public Health, and 
his wife, an epidemiologist for 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, have be-

gun spending time with anoth-
er couple around their age who 
have a large patio. 

“They have us go around 
the back; they don’t have us go 
through the house,” said Rein-
gold, 71. “We sit on chairs that 
are a good 10 to 12 feet away 
from each other, and we talk. 
We bring our food, and they 
bring their food.”

They do not wear masks in 
that particular circumstance.

“I personally believe the risk 
from that situation, even with-
out a mask, is pretty minimal,” 
Reingold said. “But if people 
wanted to try to do that and 
wear a mask, I don’t think that 
would be unreasonable.”

Please remember masks do 
not make one impervious to 
infection. 

“Your eyes are part of the 
respiratory tree. You can get in-
fected through them very eas-
ily,” said George Rutherford, a 
professor of epidemiology at 

UC-San Francisco. 
Rutherford said a person 

who is medically vulnerable, or 
just wants to be extra careful, 
should consider wearing a face 
shield or goggles.

Most of us have wrestled 
with the question of how big a 
gathering is too big. It’s impos-
sible to give an exact answer, 
except to acknowledge the 
smaller the better. And keep in 
mind there is no such thing as 
zero risk.

In the U.S. as a whole, the av-
erage infection rate is currently 
about 1-2%, which means one 
or two people in a group of 100 
would typically be infected, 
said Yvonne Maldonado, a pe-
diatrician specializing in infec-
tious diseases at Stanford Uni-
versity’s School of Medicine. 
She explained these percent-
ages don’t necessarily apply in 
all situations. A gathering in an 
area where the COVID-19 rate 
is surging — or already high — 

is more dangerous than one of 
the same size in a place where 
it’s not. Stay informed about 
the status of the pandemic in 
one’s home area or a place one 
may consider visiting. 

Be wary even of friends one 
has known and loved a long 
time. That may sound callous, 
but it is important to know 
something about the behavior 
and recent whereabouts of any-
one if a visit is planned. Don’t 
be shy about asking where and 
with whom they have been in 
recent weeks. If they are a close 
enough friend, they should un-
derstand why the questions are 
asked.

A chart from the Texas 
Medical Association listing 
numerous activities, ranked 
from lowest to highest risk gen-
erated controversy on Twitter 
in recent days. Among the 
riskiest behaviors: Going to a 
bar, a movie theater, any other 
crowded venue and eating at a 

buffet. Anyone who has done 
such activity may be a risk to 
visit. 

With regard to play dates for 
children, public health experts 
say to apply the same safety 
precautions as for adult get-to-
gethers. 

“Children can play together, 
especially if their families have 
been socially distancing, the 
activities do not involve phys-
ical contact, and they can en-
gage in the activities with suf-
ficient physical spacing,” said 
Maldonado.

Another question is wheth-
er it’s risky to let a plumber or 
electrician or handyman into 
the house. Some have put off 
needed house repairs for sev-
eral months because of uncer-
tainty.

Public health experts agree 
that as long as the repair per-
son and the homeowner both 
wear masks and stay a healthy 

Visiting is possible, but be careful

See VISITNG, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Most cloth or paper masks can reduce the chances of spread the coronavirus to someone else. Any covering, for sure, is 
better than no covering, according to Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease and a 
member of the White House task force on coronavirus.

Most people are unaware 
of how much sugar they 
consume each day through 

beverages. 
It is likely 
more than 
what they 
might 
think.

Soda, 
lemonade, 
sweet tea 
(sweet-
ened with 
granulated 
sugar), Ga-

torade® and energy drinks 
are mainly composed of 
sugar, adding unnecessary 
calories to the diet. Water 
is a healthier drink that 
contains no sugar and no 
calories.

It is recommended peo-
ple consumer no more than 
10% of total calories from 
products with added sugar. 
That is easier said than 
done, because the added 
sugar in processed foods 
is carefully hidden from 
consumers .

The recommendation is 
no more than 50 grams per 
day of added sugar as part 
of a 2,000-calorie diet. The 
amount, however, may vary 
according to individuals. 
To put this into perspec-
tive, Coca-Cola® has 39 
grams of added sugar per 
12-ounce container. Other 
well-known products are: A 
12-ounce bottle of Moun-
tain Dew® has a whopping 
46 grams of added sugar; 
a 12-ounce lemonade has 
38 grams of added sugar; 
and a 12-ounce Gatorade® 
contains 21 grams of added 
sugar.

To burn off a 12-ounce 
bottle of Coke® requires a 
brisk walk at 3.5mph for 
about 45 minutes.

How much sugar is in a 
drink can be determined 
by examining the nutrition 
facts panel, but it may 
require some effort. First, 
look at the serving size. 
If the serving size is eight 
ounces but it is a 16-ounce 

Hidden 
health 
dangers 
in sodas

See BEE WELL, Page 6B
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Two nurse practitioners 
at Horizon Health have ex-
panded their practices to fo-
cus on psychiatric services.

Danielle Ireland and Sa-
mantha Volstorf recently 
completed training as psy-
chiatric-mental health nurse 
practitioners.

Both provide outpatient 
psychiatric services for pa-
tients of all ages, including 
children age 5 and older. 
They treat common to 
complex conditions, such 
as ADHD, addiction, anx-
iety, child behavior or aca-
demic issues, obesity and/
or eating disorders. Other 
conditions include bipolar 
disorder, dementia, de-
pression, insomnia, PTSD 
and schizophrenia. They 
can prescribe behavioral 
health-related medications 
when appropriate such as 
Suboxone, a medication-as-
sisted treatment for drug 
addiction.

“The recent training that 
Danielle and Samantha 
received strengthens our 
commitment to meet the 
behavioral health needs of 
our communities,” said Ol-
iver Smith, Horizon Health 
president and CEO. “As ru-
ral areas have struggled with 
shortages of mental health 
services, we have worked 
hard to build a program that 
addresses both the physical 
and psychological wellbe-
ing of our patients.”

Ireland offers in-person 
appointments at the Chris-
man Clinic on Monday 
through Thursday. Volstorf 
offers in-person appoint-
ments at the Paris Clinic 
Tuesday through Friday. 
In addition to their behav-
ioral health practices, they 
continue to see patients for 
primary care needs at their 
respective locations.

For an appointment, call 
Ireland at 217-269-2394 or 
Volstorf at 217-465-8411.

The addition of the nurse 
practitioners in psychiatric 
services is an expansion 
of what Horizon Health is 
already doing for mental 
health care.

Behavioral 
health 
services 
expanded

See SERVICES, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mask wearing has become a topic of 
fierce debate in the United States. 

People opposed to mask mandates 
have staged protests. One local health 
official in Orange County, Calif., quit 
her job after receiving a death threat for 
a mask order. Not long after, California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom ordered Califor-
nians to wear face coverings in public. 

While politicians spar over the topic, 
a growing number of scientific studies 
support the idea that masks are a critical 
tool in curbing the spread of the corona-
virus. 

Take, for example, a meta-analysis of 
172 studies that looked at various inter-
ventions to prevent the transmission of 
COVID-19, SARS and MERS from an 
infected person to people close to them. 
The analysis, which was published in 
The Lancet on June 1, found that mask 
wearing significantly reduces the risk of 
viral transmission. 

"What this evidence supports is that, if 
there is a policy around using face masks 
in place, it does actually come with a 
fairly large effect," said study co-author 
Holger Schünemann, an epidemiologist 
at McMaster University.

Most of the studies in the analysis 
looked at face mask use in health care — 
not community — settings. They were 
observational with a randomized con-
trolled trial, which is not the gold stan-
dard in science, said Jeffrey Shaman, an 
epidemiologist at Columbia University. 
Still, he said the fact is clear that masks 
are beneficial.   

"I personally think that face masks 
are a key component of the non-phar-
maceutical arsenal we have to combat 
COVID-19," said Shaman.

It's understandable if some people re-
main skeptical. At the beginning of the 
pandemic, public health officials in the 
U.S. said the general public did not need 
masks. That changed as it became clear 
infected people can spread the corona-
virus before they even show symptoms 
of COVID-19 — or even if they never 
show symptoms. 

Researchers emphasize there are two 
main reasons to wear masks. There's 
some evidence of protection for the 
wearer, but the stronger evidence is that 
masks protect others from catching an 
infection from the person wearing the 
mask. Infected people can spread the vi-
rus just by talking.

"If you're talking, when things are 
coming out of your mouth, they're 
coming out fast," said Linsey Marr, a 
researcher at Virginia Tech who studies 
the airborne transmission of viruses. 
"They're going to slam into the cloth 
mask. I think even a low-quality mask 
can block a lot of those droplets."

Marr points to a study published in 
Nature Medicine in April that looked 
at people infected with the flu and sea-
sonal coronaviruses. It found that even 
loose-fitting surgical masks blocked 
almost all the contagious droplets the 
wearers breathed out and even also some 
infectious aerosols — tiny particles that 
can linger in the air.

Other recent studies offer indirect 
evidence for universal mask use, even if 
worn by people who are feeling healthy. 
One study, published in late May in 
BMJ Global Health, looked at people in 
households in Beijing where one person 
was confirmed to have COVID-19. At 
the time, explains study co-author Raina 
MacIntyre, research was already show-
ing the majority of transmission of the 

virus was happening inside households, 
and China already had a culture of mask 
wearing. The study found that in house-
holds where everyone was wearing a face 
mask indoors as a precaution before they 
knew anyone who lived there was sick, 
the risk of transmission was cut by 79%.

"The more people that were wearing 
a mask, the more protective it was," 
said MacIntyre, head of the biosecuri-
ty program at the Kirby Institute at the 
University of New South Wales in Aus-
tralia. In other words, when everyone 
wore a mask, it protected the whole 
household. 

Another study, published in late May 
in the journal Cell, suggests the coro-
navirus may first establish itself in the 

Why wearing masks helps

See MASKS, Page 6B
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Share your Horizon Health (Paris Community Hospital) story, memory, 
or photo at MyHorizonHealth.org/50Years.

5 0  Y E A R S  S T R O N G

For five decades it’s been our pleasure to provide quality 

healthcare right here in the communities where we live, work, 

and bring our own families for care. A lot has happened in the 

50 years since we’ve opened our doors. We’ve grown. We’ve 

evolved. We’ve even changed our name. But something that 

will always remain consistent is our commitment to meet the 

ever-changing needs of people in our community with quality, 

comprehensive care and our most compassionate service. 

Together, we are making our communities stronger, healthier, 

and better. Thank you for 50 years.

C A R I N G  F O R  generations

The Board of Fire and Police Commissioners for the City 
of Paris is testing for the appointment of a Law 

Enforcement Officer to the Paris Fire Department. 
Candidates interested in a firefighting career should 
complete an application packet available at City Hall, 
206 South Central Avenue, or on-line at www.parisillinois.
org. This challenging position is accompanied with an 

attractive benefit package. Successful candidates 
must be 21 years of age prior to appointment and 
possess a valid Illinois driver’s license. In addition, 

successful candidates must pass a law enforcement 
officer physical ability test, a written test, an oral 

interview, a background check and a psychological 
examination. 

Deadline for submitting applications is 5 p.m. Sept. 16, 2020, 
at City Hall, Paris. Testing begins at 9:00 a.m. Sept. 20, 2020, 
at the Fire Training Center located north of Paris on the

 Cherry Point Road. Equal Opportunity Employer.

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

Summer HoursSummer Hours

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

SUNDAY BRUNCH    10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Wednesday and Thursday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday and Saturday
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Dine-in available!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container 
  Service
• Residential & 
  Commercial 
  Trash Service
• Residential & 
  Commerical
  Lawn Sevice
• Mulch

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

NOW HIRING
13323 IL HWY 133 – Paris, IL 61944

Onsite Interviews

Every Thursday in July

9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

BENEFITS INCLUDE – 
VACATION, HOLIDAYS,

MEDICAL, 401K AND MORE

Quanex Building Products

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

Open Daily 11-9 

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Grilled Tenderloin, 
Chips & Drink   

            $6.75

BBQ 
Pulled Pork

           $3.75

Call Today! 
Brad McElheny Brad McElheny 
Construction LLCConstruction LLC
Kitchens • Baths • Additions 

• Home Exterior
All types New Construction, 

Remodel & Renovations
Top Quality Work in a Timely Manner since 1994

   765-592-0955 • 765-548-1212
distance apart, the visit should 
not pose a significant threat. 
But ask the person what pre-
cautions were taken on visits 
to other homes. If the repair 
person works for a company, 
check that company’s policies 
for employees who go from 
home to home.

For those who crave more 
human contact, it may come as 
a welcome surprise that some 
public health experts think it 
can be safe to hug people by 
following these guidelines: 
Do it outdoors, wear a mask, 
point your faces in opposite 

directions, avoid contact be-
tween one’s face and the other 
person’s body, keep it brief and 
wash hands afterward.

Shannon Albers, a 35-year-
old resident of Sacramento, 
said she started hugging peo-
ple again after reading a story 
about how to do it safely in 
The New York Times.

“After 89 days I finally got 
to hug my mom, and she 
started crying,” Albers recalls. 
“We were standing on the 
driveway, and I said, ‘Do you 
want a hug?’ She immediately 
tightened her mask and start-
ed coming down the drive-
way, and I said, ‘Wait, Mom. 
There’s rules.’”

VISITING
FROM PAGE 5B

Telemedicine appoint-
ments with psychiatrists are 
available to patients four days 
a week at the Paris Clinic. Par-
ticipating physicians are Jorge 
Fernald, Ihuoma Okezie and 
Mohanakumari Naidu. Each 
physician has 12 years or more 
of psychiatric experience.

Patients wanting to explore 
psychiatric treatment must 
first consult a primary care 
provider as a referral is re-
quired before making an ap-
pointment to talk with any of 
the psychiatrists. 

Senior care is a voluntary 
behavioral health service for 
patients with Medicare part 

B age 65 and older, as well as 
Medicare disability patients. 
The intensive outpatient pro-
gram provides support for 
seniors who are experienc-
ing depression, grief, anxiety, 
loneliness, caregiver stress and 
other emotional/psychiatric 
conditions.

Patients can refer them-
selves to the program, or can 
be referred by a physician, 
other health care providers, 
the Senior Center, churches, 
friends and family members.

Call 217-466-4170 for 
more information about se-
nior care.

More information about 
all Horizon Health’s behavior 
health services may be found 
at MyHorizonHealth.org

SERVICES
FROM PAGE 5B

bottle, then the bottle contains 
two servings. The nutrition 
information on the label is for 
one serving, not the whole 
bottle. If the nutrition label 
says 25 grams of added sugar 
on the 16-ounce bottle, that is 
for an eight-ounce serving. A 
person who drinks the whole 
bottle, consumes 50 grams of 
added sugar, or the maximum 
recommendation for a day.

Switching to non-sugary 
beverages can be difficult and 
challenging. Those having 
trouble making the change 
may find a graduated approach 
more successful by creating 
small weekly goals. A simple 

step is limiting the amount of 
sugar-infused beverage con-
sumed on a daily basis. As an 
example, a person who drinks 
four 12-ounce bottles of Coke® 
per day can cut to three-a-day 
for a week, then two-a-day the 
next week and so forth. 

Another option is using 
fruit like lemon, kiwi or straw-
berries to create flavored water. 
Experiment with different 
combinations to find a person-
al favorite. People missing the 
carbonated fizz of soft drinks 
can use sparkling water instead 
of regular water. This creates 
that carbonated feel without 
all the added sugar.

Low-fat or non-fat milk is a 
good alternative to water for 
creating beverage variety. Milk 

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 5B

nasal cavity, before some-
times moving down to the 
lungs to cause more serious 
damage. If that's the case, the 
authors conclude, the find-
ings argue for the widespread 
use of masks to prevent the 
virus from exiting an infected 
nose or entering an uninfect-
ed one.

And a modeling study, pub-
lished this month in Proceed-
ings of the Royal Society A, 
concluded if the majority of 
a population wore face masks 
in public — even just home-

made ones — this could dra-
matically reduce transmission 
of the virus and help prevent 
future waves of the pandemic. 

Researchers acknowledge 
masks won't provide full pro-
tection and teasing out the sci-
ence of masks will take time. 
But Marr emphasized there's 
enough evidence already to 
say that — combined with 
measures like social distanc-
ing — masks really do help.

"From what I've seen, I 
would be comfortable send-
ing my kids back to school 
if everyone's wearing masks, 
and they're staying as far apart 
as possible," Marr said.

MASKS
FROM PAGE 5B

Special to The Prairie Press

Nurse practitioners Samantha Volstorf, left, and Danielle 
Ireland, right, have expanded their practice at Horizon Health to 
focus on psychiatric services.

is nutrient dense, meaning 
it provides many essential 
nutrients in a lower number 
of calories. Choosing low-fat 
or non-fat milk will lower the 
number of calories even more 
compared to whole milk while 
still being nutrient dense. 

Another drink alternative is 
fruit juice. It is recommended 
to only have one eight-ounce 
glass of fruit juice a day 
because it still does have sugar, 
but it also has the vitamins and 
minerals of whole fruit. It is 
important to read the label and 
select a product that is 100% 
fruit juice.

Consuming sugar-laden 
beverages is not healthy. Too 
much added sugar increases 
the risk of obesity, heart dis-
ease, diabetes and tooth decay. 
Switching to nutrient-dense 
drinks can help a person lose 
weight by consuming much 
less added sugar, which has 
the added benefit of lower-
ing the risk of cavities, being 
overweight, developing heart 
disease or diabetes. Too much 
sugar contributes to obesity 
which can lead to certain types 
of cancer in addition to other 
well-known health risks.   

Sugar-sweetened beverages 
can influence both physiologi-
cal and emotional health. Too 

much sugar can cause one to 
feel drowsy and affect moods. 
Sugar acts like a drug in which 
a person feels like they need to 
have sugar to satisfy them-
selves. Not getting sugar can 
leave one irritable. 

Another good reason to 
avoid sugar-sweetened bev-
erages is helping the environ-
ment by switching to water 
and using a reusable water 
bottle. It would save much 
of the plastic waste that hap-
pens. A person who drinks 
four bottles of soda a day and 
switches to only one per day 
would drop plastic consump-
tion by more than 1,000 
bottles per year. Switching to 
water in reusable containers 
results in even less plastic 
consumption and provides a 
financial savings. 

(Rachel Mannen is a senior 
at Eastern Illinois University 
studying Nutrition and Dietetics. 
She is scheduled to graduate in 
December. Mannen grew up in 
Tuscola and currently works as a 
dietetic technician at Carle Foun-
dation Hospital and is doing an 
internship at Paris Community 
Hospital.This column is provided 
by Bee Well of Edgar County as 
part of the coalition’s mission to 
make Edgar County a healthier 
place to live.)
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $70.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Spencers - Siding, soffit, fascia, 
flat roofs Phone 217-264-1567

PackRat Sale- 50 yrs accumula-
tion. camping, boating, tools, 
lawn & garden, etc, etc! 223 W 
Wood St 8-10 every Saturday or 
text 217-251-1900 for appt.

104 N High St. 
July 24 & 25 9-2. Precious 
Moments, Epiphone Master Blt. 
DR-500M-NA, juicer, treadmill, 
violin, shoes 8 1/2 & lots more!  

2 Rosewood Ct. 
Friday, 7/24  5:00-7:00 pm & 
Saturday, 7/25  8:00-1:00 pm. We 
have cleaned out closets. Lots of 
name brand Junior clothes S to L, 
Women’s S & M, young men’s S & 
M, shoes, purses, bags, baseball 
gear, Illini and Paris items, some 
bedding and lots of misc. items

323 Elm St - Friday 7/24  8:00-? 
and Saturday, 7/25  8:00-12:00. 
Clothes, books, lots of misc.

Local Business now accepting 
resumes for customer service 
representative with computer 
skills.  Duties include: basic office 
tasks such as : answering the 
phone, taking payments, data 
entry, dispatching calls, etc....
Benefits include paid vacation 
days along with holiday pay, 
Health insurance and a Simple 
IRA.
Please send Resumes to :
Boxholder   
PO Box #1213
 Paris, Il. 61944

The Village of Ridge Farm is 
accepting applications for a 
full-time Village maintenance 
worker. Must be 18 years old 
and have a valid drivers license. 
Please submit resumes to 
villageofridgefarm@gmail.com 
or by mail to the Village Of Ridge 
Farm PO Box 350 Ridge Farm, 
Illinois 61870

NOW HIRING - Quanex Building 
Products. Onsite Interviews 
Every Thursday in July 9am to 
1:30pm.

Pleasant Meadows Senior 
Living in Chrisman has a 
part-time position open in our 
Activity Department. Hours will 
vary, every other weekend is 
required and must work some 
holidays. If you are interested in 
a fun career, please email your 
resume to ad@pleasantmeadows.
org or call 217-269-2396 and ask 
for the Activity Director.

Crestwood School has an 
opening for a full time cook. 
Job will begin in August. 
Applications are available in 
the Superintendent’s Office, 
15601 US Hwy 150. Deadline for 
applications in July 24, 2020.

 Gerrie’s Italian in Clinton 
is hiring servers and kitchen 
positions. Apply Monday through 
Thursday at 545 N 9th St, Clinton IN

CLASSROOM AIDE: Associate’s 
degree or higher 60 semester 
hours of coursework. High School 

Diploma or GED and a score of 
460 or higher on the ETS Parapro. 
Send letter of application and 
resume with references to: Beth 
Harbaugh, Principal, Shiloh CUSD 
#1, 21751 N 575th St, Hume, IL 
61932 or harbaughe@shiloh1.
org. Review of applications begins 
immediately and continues 
until position is filled. Start date 
August, 2020.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Wanting to adopt a dog. Male or 
female. Would like them to be 
potty trained. Call 217-251-8982

 

Nice 2 bedroom, 1bath home. 
Available August 1. No pets. $625 
+ deposit. 217-264-1379. Leave 
message

For Sale in Springhill Lakes 
Subdivision - 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 
bath, laundry room, carport, hot 
tub & shed on 3 acres of land. Call 
217-463-5575.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

2 bedroom, 1 bath, end unit, eat 
in kitchen, appliances furnished, 
off street parking, trash included. 
$525 a month $525 deposit 1 
year lease. No smoking no pets. 
Call 217-264-2850

FOR SALE: 1997 Chevy 1/2 ton 
truck and 1999 Chevy 3/4 ton 
truck. Questions or information, 
please call 251-8358.

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***
 We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com
ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 22, 2020 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

HILL LAWN CARE

Located at:  1748 E 1293rd RD, 

BROCTON, IL

Owner(s):  JOHNATHAN HILL

Dated:  June 22, 2020

AUGUST H. GRIFFIN
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS
PREFERRED BANK, Plaintiff,  vs. 
LONGVIEW BANK & TRUST, 
formerly knownas STATEBANK 
OF CHRISMAN, as Trustee 
ofLAND TRUST NO. 506, TIMOTHY 
CAMPBELL, TERRY CAMPBELL, 
deceased, Unknown Owners, and 
Non-record Claimants, 
Defendants.  
    
    
No.  2020-CH-12
 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

The undersigned certifies that 
the above entitled foreclosure of 
statutory liens created pursuant 
to 65 ILCS 5/11-139-8, 65 ILCS 
5/11-20-7 and 65 ILCS 5/11-20-15, 
was filed on June 25, 2020 in the 
above-captioned court, and is now 
pending, and further certifies that:

1.  The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.

2.  The court in which said action-
was brought is identified above.

3.  The address of the Plaintiff is 
Preferred Bank, 602 N. St. Hwy 49, 
Casey, IL 62420. 

4.  The name of the title holder of 
record is Longview Bank & Trust, 
formerly known as State Bank 
of Chrisman, as Trustee of Land 
Trust No. 506.
  
5.  A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

TRACT I: 
Part of Lots Nos. One (1) and 
Two (2) of the County Clerk’s 
Subdivision of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE¼) of Section Twenty 
(20), Township Thirteen (13) 
North, Range Eleven (11) West of 
the Second Principal Meridian, 
Edgar County, Illinois, more 
particularly described as follows:  
Commencing at the Northeast 
corner (NE/c) of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE¼) of said Section 
Twenty (20). Also being the 
Northeast corner (NE/c) of said 
Lot One (1) of the County Clerk’s 
Subdivision: Thence South 00 
degrees 24 minutes 33 seconds 
West, 904.07 feet along the East 
line of said Southeast Quarter 
(SE¼) to the Point of Beginning 
and a set iron pin; thence continu-
ing South 00 degrees 24 minutes 
33 seconds West, 415.84 feet to a 
set iron pin and the North line of 
Lot Three (3) of the said County 
Clerk’s Subdivision; thence North 
88 degrees 03 minutes 44 seconds 
West, 116.59 feet along the North 
line of said Lot Three (3) to a wood 
post; thence South 34 degrees 18 
minutes 35 seconds West, 959.12 
feet to a set iron pin and the East 
right of way line of the abandoned 
Terre Haute and Peoria Railroad; 
thence North 26 degrees 25 
minutes 27 seconds West, 200.00 
feet; thence North 62 degrees 51 
minutes 15 seconds East, 18.43 
feet; thence North 31 degrees 04 
minutes 17 seconds West, 202.48 
feet; thence North 26 degrees 09 
minutes 56 seconds West, 945.59 
feet; thence South 89 degrees 44 
minutes 53 seconds East, 1254.21 
feet to the Point of Beginning, 
containing 19.362 acres, more or 
less; Together with an easement 
for ingress and egress over the 
following described property: 
Beginning at the intersection of 
the centerline of the Terre Haute 
Road and the centerline of the 
abandoned Terre Haute and 
Peoria Railroad said point being 
1050.61 feet North of and 329.91 
feet East of the Southeast corner 
(SE/c) of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE¼) of Section Twenty-nine 
(29), Township Thirteen (13) 
North, Range Eleven (11) West of 
the Second Principal Meridian; 
thence North 65 degrees 26 min-
utes 51 seconds West, 23.65 feet 
along the centerline of said Terre 
Haute Road; thence North 26 
degrees 05 minutes 33 seconds 
West, 3669.17 feet, thence North 
63 degrees 54 minutes 27 sec-
onds East, 47.54 feet to the East 
Right of Way line of the said Terre 
Haute and Peoria Railroad; thence 
South 26 degrees 09 minutes 56 
seconds East, 945.59 feet; thence 
South 31 degrees 04 minutes 17 
seconds East 202.48 feet; thence 
South 62 degrees 51 minutes 15 
seconds West, 18.43 feet; thence 
South 26 degrees 25 minutes 27 
seconds East, 200.00 feet; thence 
South 63 degrees 54 minutes 27 
seconds West, 19.05 feet; thence 
South 26 degrees 05 minutes 
33 seconds East, 2358.11 feet to 
the centerline of the said Terre 
Haute Road; thence North 65 
degrees 26 minutes 51 seconds 

West, 23.65 feet to the Point of 
Beginning. As referenced by Plat 
of Survey dated January 31, 1998 
made by Richard A. Knight, Illinois 
Professional Land Surveyor No. 
2845 and recorded April 27, 1998 
as Document No. 98-0001417. 

PIN:  14-19-20-400-010

TRACT II: 
Part of Lots Nos. One (1) and 
Two (2) of the County Clerk’s 
Subdivision of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE¼) of Section 20 
which lies East of the centerline of 
the public highway running North 
and South through said Quarter 
Section; Also part of Lot No. 
Three (3) of the County Clerk’s 
Subdivision of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE¼) of said Section 
Twenty (20) as shown by Plat 
recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 569 
of the Records of Edgar County, 
Illinois lying South and West of the 
Right of Way of the Terre Haute and 
Peoria Railroad Company (now 
known as Penndel Company); Also 
part of the West Half of the West 
Half of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW¼) of Section Twenty-eight 
(28) which lies West of the Right of 
Way of the Terre Haute and Peoria 
Railroad Company (now known 
as Penndel Company) and North 
of the center line of the Paris and 
Terre Haute Wagon Road; Also part 
of the East Half of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW¼) of the Northeast 
Quarter (NE¼) of Section Twenty-
nine (29) which lies North of the 
Centerline of the Paris and Terre 
Haute Wagon Road; Also part of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE¼) of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE¼) of 
Section Twenty-nine (29)  which 
lies West of the Right of Way 
of the Terre Haute and Peoria 
Railroad Company (now known 
as Penndel Company) and North 
of the Centerline of the Paris and 
Terre Haute Wagon Road; Also 
part of a strip of land situated 
in the County of Edgar, State of 
Illinois, being part of the West Half 
(W½) of the West Half (W½) of 
the Northwest Quarter (NW¼) of 
Section Twenty-eight (28); part of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE¼) of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE¼) of 
Section Twenty-nine (29)  and part 
of the East Half (E½) of Section 
Twenty (20). And being part of 
the right, title and interest of the 
Peoria Secondary of the former 
Terre Haute and Peoria Railroad 
Company, Rail Road ID #IL005108 
and ILK-000-C89. Said Railroad 
property described as Beginning 
at the intersection of the Terre 
Haute Road (A.K.A. County Route 
4) as extended across the right-
of-way of said railroad through a 
point in the centerline thereof at 
Railroad Valuation Station 827+10, 
the same being the Northerly sale 
line of property conveyed from 
American Premier Underwriters, 
Inc., d/b/a American Premier 
Group, Inc. to Sandra S. Neal 
by deed dated February 23, 
1996; thence extending in a 
Northwesterly direction along 
the centerline of said railroad 
a distance of 6,571 feet, more 
or less, to the centerline of 
575th Road (A.K.A. CR 325S) as 
extended across the right-of-way 
of said railroad through a point in 
the centerline thereof at Railroad 
Valuation Station 892+81, being 
the Place of Ending; EXCEPTING 
THEREFROM the Railroad Right 
of Way in the West Half (W½) of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE¼) of 
Section Twenty (20), Township 
Thirteen (13) North, Range Eleven 
(11) West of the Second Principal 
Meridian as conveyed to Richard 
C. O’Hair by Deed recorded May 
27, 1997 as Document No. 97-
0001958. All situated in Township 
Thirteen (13) North, Range Eleven 
(11) West of the Second Principal 
Meridian.

More particularly described as 
follows: Commencing at the 
Northeast Corner (NE/c) of the 
Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of 
Section Twenty (20), Township 
Thirteen (13) North, Range Eleven 
(11) West of the Second Principal 
Meridian. Also being the Northeast 
Corner (NE/c) of Lot One (1) of 
County Clerk’s Subdivision of 
said Section Twenty (20); thence 
North 89 degrees 43 minutes 13 
seconds West, 1713.48 feet along 
the North line of said Southeast 
Quarter (SE¼) to the apparent oc-
cupied East line of the abandoned 
Terre Haute and Peoria Railroad 
being the existing fence line; 
thence South 26 degrees 10 min-
utes 50 seconds East, 33.50 feet 
along said East line to the Point 
of Beginning; thence continuing 
South 26 degrees 10 minutes 50 
seconds East, 975.50 feet along 
said East line; thence South 79 
degrees 32 minutes 21 seconds 
East, 7.76 feet along said East 
line; thence South 26 degrees 09 
minutes 56 seconds East, 945.59 
feet along said East line; thence 
South 31 degrees 04 minutes 17 
seconds East, 202.48 feet along 
said East line; thence South 62 
degrees 51 minutes 15 seconds 
West, 18.43 feet along said East 
line; thence South 26 degrees 25 
minutes 27 seconds East, 200.00 
feet along said East line; thence 
South 34 degrees 18 minutes 21 
seconds West, 10.67 feet along 

said East line; thence South 26 
degrees 09 minutes 52 seconds 
East, 568.49 feet along said East 
line; thence North 76 degrees 18 
minutes 06 seconds East, 7.09 
feet along said East line; thence 
South 26 degrees 07 minutes 04 
seconds East, 1805.03 feet along 
said East line to the centerline 
of the Terre Haute Road (A.K.A. 
County Highway 4); thence 
North 65 degrees 26 minutes 
51 seconds West, 1903.12 feet 
along the said centerline; thence 
Northwesterly 1063.62 feet along 
a curve to the Right being the 
center of the Right of Way of said 
Terre Haute Road and having a 
radius of 957.01 feet. The chord of 
said curve bears North 33 degrees 
36 minutes 30 seconds West, 
1009.72 feet; thence North 01 
degrees 46 minutes 08 seconds 
West, 1957.08 feet along the said 
centerline; thence Northwesterly 
623.52 feet along a curve to the 
left being the said centerline and 
having a radius of 1686.31 feet. 
The chord of said curve bears 
North 12 degrees 21 minutes 42 
seconds West, 619.97 feet; thence 
North 22 degrees 57 minutes 15 
seconds West, 35.97 feet along 
said centerline; thence South 89 
degrees 43 minutes 13 seconds 
East, 418.84 feet to the Point of 
Beginning, containing 95.513 
acres, more or less, of which 5.126 
acres, more or less is in Public 
Road Right of Way. According to 
Plat of Survey dated January 31, 
1998 and recorded April 27, 1998, 
as Document No. 98-0001416 
made by Richard A. Knight, Illinois 
Professional Land Surveyor No. 
2845. In Edgar County, Illinois.

PINS: 14-19-28-100-003
14-19-20-400-009
14-19-20-400-012
14-19-29-200-006

6.  A common address or descrip-
tion of the location of the real 
estate is as follows: 
4712 N. Terre Haute Road, Paris, 
Illinois 61944

7. An identification of the Mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed in said 
Complaint is as follows:

   
Name of Mortgagee:
Preferred Bank
   
   Name of Mortgagor: 
Longview Bank & Trust, for-
merly known  as State Bank of    
Chrisman, as Trustee of Land 
Trust No. 506
  
   Date of Mortgage:  
March 27, 2018

Date and place of recording: 
March 27, 2018, as Document No. 
2018-00000594 in the Office of 
the Recorder of  Deeds, Edgar 
County, Illinois.

Now therefore, unless you file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Paris, Illinois, in the Edgar County 
Courthouse, on or before August 
6, 2020, a default may be entered 
against you at any time after that 
date and a judgment entered in 
accordance with the prayer in said 
Complaint.
   
Tracy A. Willenborg, 
Attorney for Plaintiff

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 29, 2020 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting, and transact-
ing the business known as:

PARIS QUEEN BEES

Located at:  511 W JACKSON ST, 
PARIS, IL 61944

Owner(s):    KIMBERLY ETCHISON

Dated:   JUNE 29, 2020

August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In Probate

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF KAREN L. MILLER, 
DECEASED   

No.  2020-P-24

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION-CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death 
of KAREN L. MILLER, of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  LETTERS 
OF OFFICE were issued on June 
25, 2020, to Teresa Switzer, 218 
Mahan Drive, Paris, IL 61944, 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney of record is Cara 
C. Shoaff, Shoaff & Vandeventer, 
LLC, PO Box 250, Casey, IL 62420.   

The Estate will be administered 

without court supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person terminates 
Independent Administration at 
any time by mailing or delivering a 
Petition to Terminate to the Clerk.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, IL 61944, or 
with the representative, or both, 
on or before January, 2021 or, if 
mailing or delivery of a notice from 
the representative is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act 
of 1975, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered by 
the claimant to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

DATED July 2, 2020.

TERESA SWITZER, INDEPENDENT 
 ADMINISTRATOR

ARDC# 6293029
Cara C. Shoaff, Attorney at Law
Shoaff & Vandeventer, LLC
11 East Main St., P.O. Box 250
Casey, IL 62420
Tel. (217) 609-0111
E-Mail:  shoaff@sandvlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
DAVID C. MITCHELL, deceased  

 No. 2020-P-22

CLAIM NOTICE
 
Notice is given of the death of 
DAVID C. MITCHELL of Chrisman, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on June 3, 2020, 
to HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 15 
Poplar Drive, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Drew P. Griffin, 
of Jones & Griffin Law Offices, 
P.C., 110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.
Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before January 11, 2021, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

DATED this 11th day of July, 2020.

HEATHER R. JOHNSON, 
Independent Administrator of the 
Estate of DAVID C. MITCHELL, 
deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C.   
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8              
Paris, IL 61944     
Tele: (217) 465-7525                            
  Fax:  (217) 466-2230

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
EDGAR COUNTY - IN PROBATE 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF HILDA WYATT,                 

Deceased. 

No. 2020-P-28

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

 Notice is given of the death of 
HILDA WYATT of Chrisman, Illinois. 
Letters of office were 
issued on July 2, 2020, to MARK 
ALAN WYATT, of 23505N 1750th 
St, Chrisman IL 61924 and 
SHARON KAY LORENZEN, of 
19247 N 1925th St, Chrisman, 
L 61924, whose attorney is 
RICHARD L. JAMES, 328 N Central, 
PO Box 820, Paris, IL 61944. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before January 18, 
2021, and any claims not filed 
within that period are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days after 
it has been filed. 

DATED: July 7, 2020

MARK ALAN WYATT and SHARON 
KAY LORENZEN,   Representatives
 
By: RICHARD L. JAMES 
 Attorney 

#1323156 
RICHARD L. JAMES 
Attorney at Law 
328 N Central PO Box 820 
Paris, L 61944 
Telephone No. 217/465-2529 
rli@rjameslaw.com

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Online Only Auction 
Marcella Johnson Estate

Bidding opens
Wednesday, July 15 - Wednesday, July 29

Begins to close at 6 p.m. (IL)
Go to calliebaber.hibid.com to register

REUSE
the news
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CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2016 Buick Enclave
Leather Group

$20,250

2019 Honda Accord
Sport

$25,998

 2016 Chrysler Town & Country
Handicap acceessible Van

$37,000

2012 GMC Acadia
SLT

 $10,000

2019 Ford F-150 XLT

$51,727
Minus Rebates!

 2013 Ford Explorer
XLT

$12,325

NEW!NEW!

22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL
FOR SALE BY OWNERFOR SALE BY OWNER

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
approx. 1700 sq. ft., fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage, basement, new 
flooring, new furnace

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on August 6, 
2020, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.

610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST:
BRANDI S GOBIN 309-167
CHARNEE B DUNN 309-044

              STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF EDGAR

SS.

AN ORDINANCE PROPOSING 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
EDGAR COUNTY SPECIAL 

SERVICE AREA NO. TWO AND 
PROVIDING FOR A PUBLIC 

HEARING AND  OTHER 
PROCEDURES IN CONNECTION 

THEREWITH

BE IT ORDAINED by the County 
board of Edgar County, Illinois, as 
follows:
1. 35 ILCS 200/27 of Illinois 
Revised Statutes authorize the 
establishment of special service 
areas within the county and 
authorize the imposition of a tax 
to pay for the providing of such 
special services and the debt 
incurred therewith.
2. Each of the governing bodies 
passed a resolution in favor of a 
Special Service Area for emergen-
cy ambulance service shown in 
Exhibit A.
3. The citizenry voted in favor 
of a referendum on March 17, 
2020 evidencing an interest in 
establishing a special service area 
for emergency ambulance service 
shown in Exhibit B.
4. The County Board of Edgar 
County, Illinois finds as follows:
(a) It is in the public interest that 
the creation of a special service 
area in the territory described in 
Exhibit C, attached hereto and 
made a part hereof, be considered 
at a public hearing to be held as 
hereinafter set forth;
(b) Said territory is contiguous 
and complies with the terms of 
35 ILCS 200/27, et seq of Illinois 

Revised Statutes. It is proposed 
to provide emergency ambulance 
service within said territory by 
a vendor/ emergency medical 
provider, which will be retained 
by the County after a public 
bidding process. It is in the public 
interest of the County of Edgar to 
determine whether such service 
should be provided and paid for 
by the levying of taxes against all 
property within said territory.
(c) The funds received through the 
special service area are going to 
be used by a vendor/ emergency 
medical provider, which will be 
retained by the County after a 
public bidding process.
(d) The permanent tax index num-
ber of each parcel located within 
the area are found in Exhibit D, 
attached hereto and made a part 
hereof.
5. Pursuant to authority granted 
by the Illinois Constitution and 
Illinois Statutes, the County Board 
of Edgar County, Illinois hereby 
proposes the establishment of 
Edgar County Special Service Area 
No. Two for the purpose of provid-
ing emergency and ambulance 
services for, and maintaining a 
presence within the described 
contiguous territory.
6. A public hearing shall be held on 
the 20th day of  July, 2020, at 7:00 
pm o’clock at the American Tap, 
Chrisman, Illinois to consider the 
creation of Edgar 
County Special Service Area No. 
Two in Edgar County, Illinois for 
the territory described in Exhibit 
C. At the hearing there shall be 
considered a proposal for provid-
ing emergency ambulance service 
within said territory as follows:
(a) The maximum rate of taxes 
to be extended against all prop-
erty within said territory shall be 
$0.20 per $100.00 of assessed 
valuation.
(b) Bonds for the special service 
area are not proposed to be 
issued.
Said taxes are to be levied upon 
all taxable property within the 
proposed Edgar County Special 
Service Area No. Two as described, 
and said taxes shall be in addition 
to any other annual tax presently 
levied by any taxing district within 

said special service area.
(c) The proposed amount of the 
tax levy for emergency ambulance 
service for the initial year for 
which taxes will be levied within 
the special service area shall be 
$249,602.96.
7. Notice of hearing shall be 
published at least once not less 
than 15 days prior to the public 
hearing in the Prairie Press, a 
newspaper of general circulation 
in the County of Edgar. In addition, 
notice by mailing shall be given 
by depositing said notice in the 
United States Mail addressed  
to the persons in whose  name 
the  general  taxes for the last 
preceding year were paid on each 
lot, block, tract or parcel of  land 
lying within,  the proposed special 
service area. Said notice shall 
be mailed not less than ten days 
prior to the time set for the public 
hearing. In the event taxes for the 
last preceding year were not paid, 
the notice shall be sent to the 
person last listed on the tax rolls 
prior to that year as the owner of 
the said property. The notice shall 
be substantially in the following 
form:

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on  
the  20th   day  of  July, 2020 at 
7:00 pm o’clock at American Tap, 
Chrisman, Illinois, a hearing will 
be held by the County Board of 
Edgar County, Illinois to consider 
forming Edgar County Special 
Service Area No. Two consisting 
of the following territory located 
within Edgar County, Illinois:
The Townships of Brouilletts 
Creek, Edgar, Prairie, Ross, Shiloh 
and Young America, Edgar County, 
Illinois; the City of Chrisman, 
Edgar County, Illinois; and the 
Villages of Metcalf and Hume, 
Edgar County Illinois.

The purpose of the public hearing 
is to consider any objection to 
a proposal for providing special 
services in the nature of emer-
gency ambulance service in said 
territory by a vendor/ emergency 
medical provider, which will be 
retained by the County after a 
public bidding process.
The funds received through the 

special service area are going to 
be used by a vendor/ emergency 
medical provider, which will be 
retained by the County after a 
public bidding process.
The proposed amount of the tax 
levy for emergency ambulance 
service for the initial year for 
which taxes will be levied within 
the special service area shall be 
$249,602.96.
 The maximum rate of taxes to be 
extended in any year against all 
property within the said territory 
shall be $0.20 per $100 of as-
sessed valuation.
No bonds are proposed to be 
issued.
Said tax is to be levied upon 
all taxable property within 
the proposed Edgar County 
Special Service Area No. Two, as 
described, and said tax shall be 
in addition to any other annual 
tax presently levied by any taxing 
district within the said special 
service area.
All interested persons affected 
by the formation of Edgar County 
Special Service Area No. Two, 
including all persons owning 
real estate or taxable property 
located within such area, shall 
be sent this notice and given an 
opportunity to be heard regard-
ing the formation of such area, 
its boundaries, tax rates; and 
will be given an opportunity to 
file objections to the formation 
of such area, its boundaries, and 
tax rates. The hearing may be ad-
journed by the Board to another 
date without further notice other 
than a motion to be entered upon 
the minutes of the said meeting 
fixing the time and place of its 
adjournment.
If a petition is signed by at least 
51% of the electors residing 
within the special service area 
as defined and by at least 51% of 
the owners of record of the land 
included within the boundaries 
of the special service area as 
defined is filed with the County 
Clerk within sixty days following 
the final adjournment of the 
public hearing, objecting to the 
creation of the special service 
area, the levy or imposition of a 
tax for the provision of special 
services to the area, no such 

area may be created or no tax 
be levied or imposed for  that 
purpose.
 
DATED  this 20th day of May, 
2020.

8. This ordinance shall be in full 
force and effect from and after 
its adoption and final approval as 
provided by law.

ADOPTED this 20th day of May, 
2020. 

I move for the adoption of the 
foregoing Ordinance.

I second the motion for the adop-
tion of the foregoing Ordinance.

Territory to be included in the 
proposed Edgar County Special 
Service Area No. Two for the 
purpose of providing emergency 
ambulance service within the 
described contiguous territory:

The territorial boundaries of the 
following townships:

BROUILLETTS CREEK 
EDGAR
PRAIRIE 
ROSS 
SHILOH
YOUNG AMERICA

The territorial boundaries of 
thefollowing municipalities:

CHRISMAN 
HUME
METCALF

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS 

IN THE INTEREST OF 
A, S., a Minor 

2020-JA-8 

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
To: Eric Castulik, Respondent 
Father, address unknown 
Any or All Unknown Fathers 

Take notice that on the 26th 
day of May, 2020, a Petition for 
Adjudication of Wardship was filed 
under the Juvenile Court Act by 
the Edgar County State’s Attorney, 
in the Circuit Court of Edgar 
County, Paris, Illinois entitled: In 
the Interest of A.S., 2020-JA-8. In 
the courtroom of Judge Matthew 
Sullivan, Courtroom #1, Edgar 
County Courthouse, 115 W. Court 
Street Paris, Illinois, on the 28th 
day of July, 2020, at the hour of 
1:30 pm, or as soon thereafter as 
this case may be heard, a hearing 
on the Petition for Adjudication of 
Wardship will be held. 
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and All Whom It May Concern 
file your answer to the Petition in 
this action or otherwise file your 
appearance herein in the hearing 
on said date and at said hour and 
show cause against the Petition, 
the allegations of the Petition may 
stand admitted against you and 
an Order or Judgment by Default 
may be entered against you for 
the relief asked in the Petition. 
You must also know that upon ser-
vice of this Notice by Publication, 
you will not be entitled to further 
written or publication notice of 
proceedings in this case, except 
as required by Supreme Court 
Rule 11, which provides that notice 
is to be sent through regular mail 
to the attorney of record of a party 
or to a party’s address of record 
with the court, when he is not 
represented by an attorney. 

Dated this  16th day of July, 2020. 

 Angela R Barrett 
Clerk of the Circuit Court

,  County

REUSE THE NEWS
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FarmersFarmers
Considering retiring, downsizing, or 

changing careers? 
We are a centennial family farm looking to 

expand so the 4th generation can start 
farming. If you farm in East Central Illinois 

and want to help a young farmer get  
started farming, we would like to talk to you.

Contact
Phone: (217) 791-0185

Email: jacobadams2013.ja@gmail.com
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nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood School is mov-
ing full steam ahead for the 
opening of school, the Unit 
4 school board members 
learned during the Wednes-
day, July 15 meeting.

Crestwood Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young 
briefed the board — and an-
swered questions from three 
parents who were present for 
the meeting — about how the 
opening of school will play 
out Aug. 13.

Young reported she is work-
ing closely with Paris 95 Su-
perintendent of Schools Jere-
my Larson to formulate a plan 
for returning to school. She 
said teachers will report Aug. 
12 and students on Aug. 13. 
The first two days of school — 
Aug. 13-14 — will be half days 
with the first full day of school 
scheduled Monday, Aug. 17.

All the water fountains in 
the school have been replaced 
with ones that allow touchless 
filling of student and teacher 
water bottles, she said. In ad-
dition, maintenance director 
Josh McCarty has ordered 
additional hand sanitizer sta-
tions for each room as well 
as foggers that can disinfect 
rooms quickly.

Young has met with the lead 
teachers and with parents who 
attended a meeting earlier in 
the week. Communication is 
key, she said.

Young said:

Every child’s temperature 
must be taken before boarding 
the bus in the morning. Scott 
Ball of MSB Transportation 
told Young he thinks it will be 
no problem for the bus driver 
to check temperatures from 
his or her seat. A child with a 
temperature of 100.4 degrees 
or higher will not be allowed 
to board the bus.
Every child will have 

an assigned seat on the bus, 
Young said, and must wear 
masks.
Face covering are re-

quired in the classroom but 
teachers are encouraged to use 
common sense with perhaps 
breaks for a few minutes.
The Edgar County Health 

Department will be doing the 
contract tracing for students, 
teachers and staff who test 
positive for COVID-19.
When parents register 

their child(ren) they will 
choose remote or in-person 
learning.
If a parent decides in-per-

son learning or e-learning is 
not working for a family, they 
may switch their choice at the 
end of a quarter.
In a survey of 170 parents 

who responded (reflecting 
260 children) asking whether 
they felt it was safe for their 
children to return to school, 
96 said yes and 74 said no.
The district has pur-

chased an online education 
program.
All sixth, seventh and 

eighth graders will have lap-
tops. Fifth graders will be using 
the old Think pads for tech-
nology. There are four carts of 
technology available for use by 
the remaining grade levels.
The school district has re-

ceived $2,587.14 from Ener-
Star and $1,500 from Cargill 
toward COVID-19 expenses.
Terry Elston State Farm 

Insurance donated $1,500 to 
be used for at-risk youth.
Registration is being fi-

nalized and will be available 
soon. For those who do not 
have technology available, 
in-person registration is from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Aug. 5 and 8 
a.m. to noon on Aug. 6.
There will likely be no 

visitors allowed in the school 
during the school day.

The IESA, which regulates 
extracurricular activities in-
cluding athletics, has not final-
ized what — if any — changes 
will be made to fall athletics 
and activities. Young serves as 
a member of the IESA board 
of directors. She said the gov-
erning body is waiting for 
guidance from the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health and 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s office.

Young emphasized there 
still several areas to be consid-
ered including the use of lock-
ers, how to handle lunch and 
teaching the children social 
distancing. She said she is con-
sidering placing circles on the 
floor of the halls to keep chil-
dren adequately distanced.

Crestwood will reopen in August

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris High School has a new 
assistant principal following ac-
tion by the Paris Cooperative 
High School board of directors 
Monday, July 13.

Marshall native Denise Free-
man Young — a well-known 
area basketball and softball 
player — was unanimously em-
ployed by the board to succeed 
Mark Cox. Young was serving 
as an administrator in Florida 
but wanted to return to the area 
to be closer to family, Paris 95 
Superintendent of Schools Jer-
emy Larson said.

Cox officially began his du-
ties as PHS principal on July 
1 after serving several years as 
assistant principal. He succeeds 
interim co-principals Lorraine 
Bailey and Carol Jones, who 
were named to share the prin-
cipal duties following the de-
parture of Dave Meister, who 
shepherded the high school 
transition from the more than 
a century-old building in the 
middle of the community to 
the $40 million new facility lo-

cated just north of Twin Lakes.  
Larson discussed plans for 

the Friday, July 17, drive-thru 
graduation for the PHS Class 
of 2020.  The seniors and their 
families were scheduled to 
gather in a West Jasper Street 
parking lot and proceed to 
PHS Friday evening where a 
stage was set up so the seniors 
— one at a time — could cross 
the stage and receive their di-
plomas.

Cox reported a little over 
half of the 151 members of the 
class of 2020 were expected to 
participate in the ceremonies. 
Some of the seniors are work-
ing or have left for the military. 
He said 12 students asked their 
diplomas be mailed.

Each senior participating 
will receive a free picture taken 
by Cathy Drake.

Edgar County Communi-
ty Foundation Development 
Manager Warren Sperry asked 
the board if ECCF president 
Doug Hasler and scholarship 
chairman Mel Ogle could 
hand out certificates to the se-
niors who have been awarded 

scholarships through the foun-
dation. Cox said the ECCF is a 
welcome addition to the infor-
mal ceremony.

The majority of the 26-min-
ute meeting before the board 
moved into executive session 
concentrated on the reopening 
of school.

Larson said the high school’s 
attorney has recommended 
the high school board require 
all persons wear a mask. The 
Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion (ISBE) released guidance 
last week encouraging the use 
of masks.

Parents want their children 
back in school, Larson said, 
and Crestwood Unit 4 Super-
intendent of Schools Danette 
Young and Larson are work-
ing toward that goal. A remote 
learning choice will likely be 
included in the final back to 
school plan for the high school.

“We have to be prepared for 
remote learning because while 
we may go back to school 
Aug. 13, there is real concern 
there will be a spike in positive 
COVID-19 tests three or four 

weeks after school begins,” 
Larson said. 

He also emphasized parents 
must realize contract tracing 
may require students to quar-
antine if they are exposed to 
anyone who tests positive.

The two superintendents 
have a rough draft of the plan 
completed and are hoping to 
hold off releasing it until Aug. 
1 because of the fluid nature of 
the pandemic. The plan may be 
released sometime next week. 

“We are really crisis plan-
ning and there are many com-
ponents,” Larson emphasized, 
including using lockers, masks, 
labor issues, the cafeteria 
and extracurricular activities. 
The school — like all others 
throughout the state — are 
waiting on final guidance from 
the IHSA which is expected 
before Aug. 1 when practice 
can begin for fall sports. Those 
sports include football, volley-
ball, boys and girls cross-coun-
try, golf and girls tennis.

Cox reported boys basket-
ball players and volleyball play-
ers are wearing masks as they 

work on drills in the school 
gym. Football, girls tennis, golf 
and cross-country do not have 
to wear masks as they work 
outside. The latest return to 
play requirements issued by 
the IHSA last week said there 
should be no touching be-
tween players.

Cox said online registration 
for the high school students is 
being finalized and will begin 
around Aug. 1. For those who 
do not have access to technol-
ogy, computers will be set up at 
the school, he said.

In other business, the board:
Thanked Scott Ingrum, 

who cleared paths in the woods 
for the cross-country teams to 
run and host matches.
Hired Jennifer Livermore 

as a paraprofessional and co-
FFA sponsor for the 2020-
2021 school year.
Hired Dan Bruner as the 

assistant volunteer golf coach 
and Jacob Randolph as a vol-
unteer tennis coach.
Hired Jonathon Boren and 

Carieigh Tesserau to help with 
the high school band program.

Marshall native is new high school assistant principal

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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